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Palestinian team to 90 to U. 5 . 

■ 

AMMAN (R) — Palestinian negotiators wQl meet U.S. officials in 
Washington again before deciding whether to attend the next round of 
Middie East peace talks On April 20. the chief Palestinian delegate said 
Friday. ^We will be leaving to Washington in mid-April for further 
discussions with the U.S. administration on our requests.” Haidar Abdul 
Shafitokl Reuters. He rejected comments by a senior U.S. official thar 
the Palestinians could expect “good things to happen" only after they 
agree to return to the negotiating table. Dr. Abdul Shaft said Palestinians 
would not accept ''undefined promises” and wanted a dear response to 
meir conditions for resuming peace talks. In Tunis, an envoy from 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak saw Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
and Tunisian President Zinc AJ Abidme Ben AU Friday in connection 
with iIk peace talks. Osama A1 Bar. a senior adviser to Mr. Mubarak, 
bner»l Mr. Arafat on the Egyptian president's talks with US. President 
BiU Clinton in Washington earlier this week. The Palestinian news agency 
^AFAsaid he gave Mr. Arafat a message from Mr. Mubarak and they 
d isc us sed ways of removing obstacles to a resumption of the peace talks. 
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Nile cruise boat 
comes under gunfire 

CAIRO (AP) — Gunshots 
smashed an unknown number of 
windows Thursday night on a 
Nile cruise boat carrying 35 Ger- 
man tourists in southern Egypt. 
Police blamed stray shots from 
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wedding- A radio message from 
the long-distance cruiser Nora II 
reported no injuries among pas- 
sengers or crew, police said. The 
incident occurred at Koussiya, a 
village near Assiut, 200 
kilometres south of Cairo. 

Olmert to challenge 
Kollek in elections 

TEL AVTV (AP) — A former 
right-wing government minister 
has said he will face off against 
veteran Teddy Kollek In municip- 
al elections in occupied Jerusalem 
this November. The announce- 
ment by Ehud Olmert, formerly 
health minister in governments 
led by the hawkish Likud party, is 
significant because he is consi- 
dered a heavyweight candidate. 
■ In the 1989 elections, an un- 
known Likud party activist ran 
opposite Mr. Kollek because no 
serious Likud contender believed 
he could unseat the mayor, who 
has presided over the occupied 
city since 1965. 

Saudis behead 
seven 

DUBAI (R) — Seven convicted 
criminals — three Pakistanis, 
three Saudi nationals and an 
Egyptian — were beheaded in 
Saudi Arabia Friday. Friday's ex- 
ecutions, announced by the In- 
terior Ministry and reported by 
regional news agencies, bring the 
total beheaded in the kingdom to 
more than 30 this year. 

Luxembourg - ' 
upgrades PLO 

TUNIS (R) — Luxembourg has 
upgraded the status of the Palesti- 
nian Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) office in the oounny to the 
rank of “general delegation," the 
Palestinian news agency WAFA 
* said Friday. Other European 
countries including Belgium. 
France, Italy. Portugal and Spain 
have also upgraded the status of 
former PLO information offices 
in recent years. “General delega- 
tion" does not represent full di- 
plomatic recognition. 

Belarus parliament 
agrees Russia pact 

MINSK, Belarus (R) — Parlia- 
ment in the former Soviet Repub- 
lic of Belarus agreed Friday to a 
collective security pact with Rus- 
sia despite objections by the 
country's leader and nationalist 
opposition. Parliament voted 1SS 
to 34 for the pact which calls for a 
unified defence policy with Mos- 
cow. Belarussian leader Stanislav 
Shushkevich immediately called 
for a referendum, vowing to res- 
ign if voters backed the accord. 

Yemeni soldiers 
hold officers hostage 

SANAA (R) — Soldiers on a 
Yemeni island have held their 
commander and other officers 
captive for 10 days m a dispute 
over promotions, pay and misuse 
of funds, a weekly newspaper 
said Friday. The mutineers on the 
Red Sea island of Kamaran. who 
accuse their commander Colonel 
Abbas Ai Shami of withholding 
pay and blackmailing them over 
promotions, cut off all com- 
munication to the island. 80 
kilometres northwest of Hudaida 
port, the trade union weekly Sawt 
Al Ummal said. They refiised to 
allow army Deputy Chief of Staff 
Colonel Ali Mohammad Salah to 
visit to negotiate the officers’ 
release. The mutineers are insist- 
ing on talking to President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh. Vice President 
Ali Salem Al Baidh or Defence 
Minister Haithem Qassim Taher, 

the paper said. 

OIC to set up Afghan 
peace office 

KABUL (R) — The Organisa- 
tion of the Islamic Conference 
(OIO is to set up a peace moni- 
toring office in the shell-shattered 
Afghan capital, the first such 
action by the Islamic body, an 
official said Friday. “This will be 
the Hist such experience in OIC 
history and with good intentions 
we hope it will be a success," said 
OIC Assistant Secretary General* 
Sheikh Ibrahim Baqr in an inter- 
view at the presidential palace in 
-abul. 
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U . S . say s its planes 
dropped bombs in Iraq 

after coming under fire 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
U.S. jets Friday dropped cluster 
bombs on an Iraqi anti-aircraft 
site in the northern “no-fly” zone 
after the gunners opened fire on 
the warplanes, the U.S. govern- 
ment said. 

State Department spokesman 
Richard A. Boucher said the 
U.S. planes were on a routine 
monitoring mission in the “no- 
fly" zone. Mr. Boucher said none 
of the planes were hit. 

The U.S. fighter planes — 
three F-l6s and an F4G — were 
being tracked by Iraqi radar be- 
fore they were fired on, said a 
statement from the U.S. Euro- 
pean command in Stuttgart, Ger- 
many. 

In response, the three F-16s 
dropped four cluster bombs on 
the artillery site, said die state- 
ment, read by a Pentagon spokes- 
man. 

The U.S. planes then returned 
to Indrlik air base in Turkey, die 


statement added. 

The artillery fired on the U.S. 
jets at 1:05 p.m. Iraqi time, north 
of the 36th Parallel, said the 
Pentagon spokesman. 

It was not dear whether the 
U.S. planes hit the artillery, the 
statement added. 

Bnt Iraq said a soldier guarding 
a dam was wounded in the latest 
exchange. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
quoted a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman as saying the country 
dropping the bombs would “bear 
responsibility for this aggr essive 
and provocative behaviour." It 
did not name the United States. 

The spokesman said the soldier 
was wounded while on guard duty 

At die U.S. State Department, 
spokesman Richard Boucher said 
the United States and its coalition 
partners remained determined to 
enforce the “no-fly” zone. 

The last such incident over Iraq 
occurred Feb. 3, when two 


French F-l Mirage reconnaiss- 
ance aircraft were fired upon. 

The Iraqi report said: “Ac ab- 
out 1 p.m. (0900 GMT) two 
planes dropped thermal flares ... 
over the Saddam Dam region. 

“Ten minutes after that the 
same planes, flying at high alti- 
tudes, dropped three containers 
of cluster bombs on one of our 
military positions intended for 
the defence of the dam. 

“This aggression led to the 
wounding of one of our valiant 
soldiers." 

It described the bombing as 
aggressive and provicative be- 
haviour. It blamed tbe United 
States, France and Britain, saying 
only these countries had planes in 
the area. 

“The latest incident under- 
scores Iraq's continued failure to 
abide by these resolutions and its 
international obligations," Mr. 
Boucher raid. 


U.S. said pressing Israel to drop 
ban on negotiators from Jerusalem 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The United 
States is pressing Israel to lift 
its ban on the participation of 
Palestinians from East Jeru- 
salem, in peace negotiations," 
Palestinian officials in Amman 
and Tunis said Friday. 

“The U.S. has studied tbe 
Palestinian request to include 
Arabs from Jerusalem in the 
Palestinian negotiating team 
and appears to be backing this 
request," said Amman-based 
Palestine Central Council 
(PCC) member Saleh Raafat 
told die Jordan Times. 

“Yes, tbe U.S. administra- 
tion approves. Yasser Abed 
Rabbo, the PLO’s spokesper- 
son in Tunis, told Reuters on 
the American backing for the 


participation of Jerusalem 
Arabs in the talks. 

While an initial request for 
approval of such a change in 
tne Palestinian delegation had 
been ignored when Palestinian 
spokesperson Han an Ashrawi 
approached the U.S. State De- 
partment in February, a 
follow-up visit indicated that 
there had been a change of 
heart in Washington. 

According to Mr. Abed 
Rabbo, the enlarged Palesti- 
nian negotiating team may in- 
clude the overall head of the 
team. Faisal Husseini. advisors 
Zahira Kama! and Sari Nus- 
seibeb as well as Dr. Ashrawi, 
all considered to be Jerusale- 
mites. 

The New York Times re- 
ported Thursday that the U.S. 
was trying to persuade Israel to 


agree to the Jerusalemites' in- 
clusion, and the Jerusalem 
Post, also Thursday, quoted 
senior Israeli foreign ministry 
officials as saying Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin was con- 
sidering the matter. .- 
Assistant Secretary of State' 
Edward Djerejian, in a satel- 
lite news conference, told 
Arab journalists in Amman. 
Cairo and Damascus that a 
“significant package of state- 
ments, gestures and actions has 
been elaborated" to entice the 
Palestinians back to negotia- 
tions (see related story) 

Mr. Husseini was quoted as 
saying that he thought Israelis 
had indicated a willingness to 
talk to him at the peace table. 
The Post reported that Mr. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Peres says deal is 6 in the air 9 


TEL AVIV ( Agencies) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
said Friday there was a proposal 
‘in tiie air" to try to revive 
deadlocked Middle East peace 
talks. 

Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) officials and the New 
York Times said Thursday that 
the United States, trying to coax 
the Palestinians back to the talks, 
had proposed Israel admit Faisal 
Al Husseini. a Palestinian leader 
from Arab East Jerusalem, to the 
talks. 

“There is no doubt there is a 
suggestion like that in the air. In 
practice Faisal Husseini is at the 
head of the Palestinian team." 
Mr. Peres told army radio. 

“First of ail the Palestinians 
should return to the negotiations 
and well see if that is demanded 
in order to further the negotia- 
tions." he said. 

Until now Mr. Husseini has 
been chief adviser to Palestinians 


in the Mideast talks. Mr. Hus- 
seini, who has close ties to the 
PLO and spent 18 months in jail 
during the Palestinian uprising, is 
in effect already the chief dele- 
gate. 

But he has been denied a for- 
mal role at the negotiating table 
by Israel’s objections to sitting 
down with Arabs from Jeru- 
salem. 

Mr. Peres stressed on army 
radio that excluding Arab nego- 
tiators from Jerusalem was a poli- 
cy of the previous right-wing 
Ukud government. 

“It's a ridiculous matter, as 
though if we include someone 
who lives in Jerusalem, Jerusalem 
changes,” Mr. Peres said. 

“What happens for example 
with Americans who live in Paris. 
They also can vote in American 
elections. Does that make Paris 
an American city?" he asked. 

“Mr. Peres added that he has 
“never ruled out Faisal Hus- 


seini.” He said that ‘“on the 
ground, Faisal Husseini beads the 
Palestinian team... the Amer- 
icans are speaking with him. We 
are not. deaf or blind." 

The Maariv daily reported that 
the compromise over Mr. Hus- 
semi’s role was partly negotiated 
at a secret meeting recently in 
Jerusalem between Mr. Peres and 
Mr;. Husseini. 

It said the Palestinians have 
delayed indicating their agree- 
ment to attend peace talks be- 
cause PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat objects to enhancing Mr.- 
Hussein i’s status in the talks. 

In Tunis, Yasser Abed-Rabbo, 
a member of the PLO Executive 
Committee, said the administra- 
tion supported a move to admit 
Mr. Husseini and three other 
Jerusalem Palestinians to the 
talks. 

Mr. Abed-Rabbo said other 
(Continued on page 5) 
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Franciscan monks pass an Israeli policeman in Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem’s Old City in a procession 
marking Good Friday (AFP photo) 

Christians mark Good Friday 
under shadow of occupation 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Christians from 
around the world walked the Way 
of Sorrow in the walled Old City 
on Good Friday, ignoring trou- 
bles in the Holy Land to trace 
Christ’s steps towards his crucifi- 
xion. 

Thousands of pilgrims sang 
hymns and lugged wooden cros- 
ses as they made their way along 
the narrow street to the Church 
of the Holy Sepulcher, where 
traditions say Jesus was crucified 
and buried. 


This year’s ritual comes amid 
heightened tension. Israel's sea- 
ling off of the occupied territories 
last week to quell violence meant 
only a few hundred Palestinian 
Christians with special permits 
reached Friday's procession. 

But many visiting Christians 
appeared unaware of the conflict, 
and Jerusalem's Old City was 
jammed with pilgrims from 
Nigeria, New Zealand, Russia, 
the Philippines, the United States 
and Europe. 

Some said they understood the 


tensions — having seen armed 
Israeli soldiers and police — but 
would not let it deter them. 

Small groups of pilgrims and 
brown-robed monks passed along 
the Via Dolorosa, (Way of Sor- 
row), kneeling in prayer at the 
stations symbolising Christ’s suf- 
fering. Tourists, some filming 
with video camera’s, watched 
from the sidelines. 

Thousands fell in behind the 
main procession, led by Palesti- 

(Con turned on page 5) 
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Libya may 
send pilgrims 
to Jerusalem 

CAIRO (AP) — Libya said Fri- 
day it might send pilgrims to 
Islamic holy sites in occupied 
Jerusalem because U.N. sanc- 
tions won’t let them coke the 
pilgrimages to Mecca that Islam 
requires of all Muslims. 

In discussing the prospect, Tri- 
poli's official news agency* did not 
mention Israel, which considers 
Jerusalem its “capital" and 
would have to issue visas for 
pilgrimages. 

It referred to Israelis as nothing 
more than occupiers of the Holy 
City. If they reject he Libyans, 
JANA's local affairs editor 
wrote, “it will be another reason 
to emphasise the necessity of 
freeing Jerusalem and Palestine." 

“Libyan Muslim Arabs have 
been forcefully prevented from 
performing Haj in Mecca. It is 
therefore their right to think ab- 
out changing the site of their Haj 
to Jerusalem." said JANA, moni- 
tored in Cairo. 

“This issue concerns the Arab 
Muslim Libyans and their reli- 
gious practices. It has nothing to 
do with the Israelis, who are an 
occupying force." 

Libya has been cut off from the 
world since the United Nations 
enforced arms, air and diplomatic 
sanctions on April 15, 1992, a 
year ago next Thursday. 

The sanctions exempt religious 
pilgrimages, on approval by an 
enforcement committee. But 
Libya has railed often against the 
requirement to obtain permission 
from the United States and other 
countries, it considers Christian 


(Continued on page 2) 


Yeltsin see^ world shudder ing-if he f ails 


MOSCOW (AP) — President 
Boris Yeltsin warned Friday that 
if he loses the referendum on 
confidence in his leadership, ex- 
tremist forces in Russia will 
assume power and “the entire 
world will shudder." 

If he wins the April 25 balloting 
and voters also cal) for new leg- 
islative elections, Mr. Yeltsin said 
he would take that as a sign the 
legislature had lost its power and 
he would wield his presidential 
authority to fill the vacuum. 

Intensifying his campaign with 
little more than two weeks left 
before the vote, Mr. Yeltsin in- 
vited the counoy’s top news ex- 
ecutives to the Kremlin and told 


them the referendum “is the fate 
of Russia, and you ail realise this 
full well." 

The balloting is shaping up as 
the climax to the power struggle 
between Mr. Yeltsin and the 
communist-dominated Congress 
of Peoples's deputies, Russia's 
highest parliamentary body. 

“If there is no president, the 
power will be assumed by the 
most extremist forces, and the 
entire world will shudder." Mr. 
Yeltsin said. Portions of his meet- 
ing were broadcast on Russian 
Television. 

His main rival for power. Leg- 
islative Speaker Ruslan Khasbu- 
iatov. told Russia's regional legis- 


lators earlier Friday that while 
the referendum is important, it 
will not solve the country’s main 
problem — the economy. 

“The most probable outcome 
of (the referendum) is the early 
elections of both the president 
and the legislators," be was 
quoted as saying. 

Hardliners in the congress 
added more questions to the re- 
ferendum, including one on his 
painful economic reforms that 
may prove embarrassing to the 
president. Besides the questions 
on his leadership and economic 
reform, the questions also ask 
whether there should be new 
presidential and legislative elec- 


Expellees demand U.S. clarify package 


MARJ Al ZOHOUR. Lebanon 
(R) — Palestinian expellees de- 
manded Friday the United States 
clarify proposals on offer to per- 
suade Palestinians to resume 
Middle Bast peace talks. 

"There are American pressures 
on the Arab states aimed at re- 
suming the negotiations but we 
frankly say thaL things can’t be in 
code; they should be clear." raid 
Abdul Aziz Al Rantisi, leader of 
the 396 men stranded in South 
Lebanon for 114 days. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Edward Djerejian said 
Thursday he could not give de- 
tails of negotiations to persuade 
Palestinians to attend the 
Washington talks. 

But he added: “The point is 


that a very significant package of 

statements, gestures and actions 

has been elaborated which could 

and will come into play as soon as 

the Palestinians make a positive 

decision to come to the round on 

April 20” (see story below) 

■ 

. Dr. Rantisi told reporters at 
the expellees' tent camp that 
“America should not blackmail 
the Palestinians and Arabs" but 
should force Israel to reverse the 
expulsions. 

He demanded implementation 
of U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 799. which was issued one 
day after the Palestinians were 
banished and demands Israel 
takes them back immediately. 

Palestinians have been pressing 


for Washington and Israel to 
make commitments on the subst- 
ance of the talks, expulsions of 
Palestinians, and Israeli practices 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Guza Strip before agreeing to 
resume the peace process. 

The other Arab peace partners 
— Syria. Lebanon and Jordan — 
have delayed a decision whether 
to attend the negotiations. 

Foreign ministers of the four 
sides meet in Syria next week to 
decide whether to attend the 
talks. 

Dr. Rantisi said Arabs would 
be put in a weak position that 
would allow Israel to sidestep 
other U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions if they resumed talks 
before 799 was implemented. 


■ 

Djerejian reports compromise of ‘ statements, gestures and actions’ 


By P-V. Vrvekan&nd 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior State 
Department official has con- 
firmed that a compromise has 
been reached to break the 
stalemate in the Middle East 
peace process and voiced con- 
fidence that all parties would 
return to the next round of 
talks in Washington on April 
20 . 

“A very significant package 
of statements, gestures, and 

actions has been elaborated 
which could come and will 
come into play as soon as the 
Palestinians make a positive 
decision to come to tbe round 
on April 20, and that is the 
key," said Edward Djerejian, 
assistant secretary of state for 
the Middle East affairs. 

Mr. Djerejian, speaking in a 
satellite interview with journa- 


lists based in Cairo, Damascus 
and Amman Thursday, would 
not go into details, saying 
“they reflect the very subst- 
ances of our diplomatic ex- 
changes with the parties, speci- 
fically with the Palestinians, 
the Israelis, and others." 

According to Palestinian 
sources in Amman who spoke 
to the Jordan Times Wednes- 
day. the “package" involves 
American and Israeli declara- 
tion of certain commitments to 
be issued immediately after the 
Palestinians announce a deci- 
sion to go back to the negotiat- 
ing table on April 20. 

The sources said the Israeli 
commitment would include an 
undertaking not to resort to 
expulsion of Palestinians and 
to improve the Jewish state’s 
human -rights record in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza- 
Strip and a reaffirmation that 


the basis for an Tsraeli- 
Palestinian settlement would 
be U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions 242 and 338. 

On its part, Washington will, 
according to the source, issue a 
statement restating its commit- 
ment to and role in the peace 
process in implementation of 
242 and 338 as well as under- 
taking unspecified actions to 
consolidate a six-point agree- 
ment reached between the 
Palestinians and U.$- Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher during the secretary’s 
visit to the Middle East in 
February. 

The peace talks were stalled 
after Israel expelled over 400 
Palestinians to South Lebanon 
in December and refused to 
abide by a U.N. Security 
Council resolution calling for 
their immediate repatriation. 

The Palestinian negotiating 


team refused to return to the 
talks until the expellees are 
repatriated, while Israel, com- 
ing under international press- 
ure. only offered to take 101 of 
them back immediately and 
the rest before the end of the 
year. 

The Palestinian acceptance 
of the “package" — which also 
includes a provision for an 
“accelerated phased return" of 
the expellees stranded in Leba- 
non — is expected to be 
announced at -an Arab coor- 
dination meeting in December 
-on April 16. 

“We are certain that the 
parties will be at the' table on 
April 20." Mr. Djerejian said. 
“Following our contacts with 
(Egyptian President Hosni) 
Mubarak, (Palestinian nego- 
tiating team leader) Faisal 
Husseini, and from our 
ongoing contacts with the 


other parties, we feel confident 
that the ralks will resume on 
April 20.r 

Mr. Djerejian — a senior 
“hold-over" from the Bush 
administration who is closely 
involved in the Middle East 
peace process that was laun- 
ched in Madrid in October 
2991 — said the Ginton admi- 
nistration was giving ‘'one of 
the highest priorities" to Arab- 
Israeli peace and hence the 
visit of Mr. Christopher to the 
region in February in his first 
foreign trip after assuming 
office. 

"That must tell you that 
President Clinton has attached 
the utmost importance to 
achieving an Arab-Israeli 
peace settiemenr,” Mr. Djere- 
jian said. “He (Clinton) firmly 
believes that there is an histor- 
ic opportunity here that must 
not be missed, and he is will- 


ing. despite all... other press- 
ing priorities on American 
foreign policy interests, he is 
willing to devote his energies 
and certainly the energies of 
Secretary of State Christopher 
to moving this process for- 
ward.* 

Throughout his comments in 
reply to questions, Mr. Djere- 
jian underlined several 
themes: Significant progress 
could be made in the peace 
process in 1993 and time 
should not be wasted; the 
Palestinians should return to 
the negotiating table on April 
20; all parties should forward 
“meaningful positions on the 
substantive issues — land, 
peace and security” — and 
Washington would play the 
role of a “full partner” but not 
exercise any pressure on Israel. 

(Continued on page 5) 


tions. 

If voters say they trust his 
leadership and also call for new 
elections for lawmakers, then the 
legislature "loses its power and 
the president acts in accordance 
with the presidential power sys- 
tem," Mr. Yeltsin told the jour- 
nalists. 

Mr. Khasbulatov’s deputy. 
Nikolai Ryabov, said Friday that 
if voters approve new elections 
for legislators, that should not be 
interpreted as a decision to dis- 
solve the congress. 

The congress also set up rules 
for the referendum that make it 
harder for Mr. Yeltsin to win the 
vote. 

Algeria seizes 
Israeli arms 
from militants 

ALGIERS (R) — Islamic mili- 
tants in Algeria have been caught 
with Israeli-made Uzis and other' 
sophisticated weapons that indi- 
cate a shift to more urban attacks, 
official sources said. 

“The appearance of Uzi pistols 
among terrorists confirms they 
have adopted a plan to go under- 
ground and wage terrorism in 
towns after rural areas were 
cleared of terrorist groups." the 
official APS news agency quoted 
the gendarmerie as saying on 
Thursday. 

The agency said authorities 
also have confiscated 
Yugoslavian- made weapons from 
the militants, who are blamed for 
unrest that has killed at least 600 
people in the past year. 

It said that in the last three 
months nine pistols were reco- 
vered from slain militants. It said 
four of the weapons were Uzis 
and five were Scorpion pistols 
made in Yugoslavia. 

APS said later that security 
forces shot dead a wanted man 
and wounded two accomplices in 
a shootout on Thursday at 
Boumerdes. 

“The terrorist group, in a Za$- 
tava vehicle, turned back at the 
sight of a gendarmerie roadblock, 
was pursued ... and an exchange 
of gunfire followed.” the agency 
said, quoting gendarmerie head- 
quarters. 

It said the man killed, Abdul 
Aziz Senadjki, 28, was wanted 
for killing two members of the 
security forces last December, 
theft of shotguns and three hol- 
dups. It did not say whether the 
wounded men were arrested 
The same day in BUda,'50. 
kilometres south of Algiers, three 
men with sawn-off shotguns kil- 
! !ed a 34-year-old trader and fled 
l the agency said. 
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Unemployment rampant in Iraq as 
result of sanctions, minister says 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan 77mes Stuff Reporter 

AMMAN — Iraq, once the 
biggest Arab employer of 
foreign workers, now suffers 
from rampant unemployment 
as a result of the sweeping 
international sanctions im- 
posed against it in 1990, 
according to a senior Iraqi 
official. 

Labour Minister Omeid 
Midhat Mubarak also said 
Iraq, which was largely self- 
dependent on consumer pro- 
ducts. was suffering from 
almost-total crippling of its 
industries in the absence of 
raw materials and spare pans 
denied to it under the sanc- 
tions. 

Or. Mubarak, who is also 
health minister of the be- 
leaguered country which has 
found itself diplomatically 
isolated in the wake of the 
Gulf crisis, said Iraq re- 
mained open to “dialogue 
that would guarantee the in- 
terests of all parties provided 
that it would not undermine 
the sovereignty and territo- 
rial integrity of Iraq and 
would not interfere with in- 
ternal Iraqi affairs." 

The minister, speaking to 
reporters on the fringes on an 
Arab labour conference now 
under way in Amman, said 
unemployment among the 18 
million Iraqi people was an 
issue of major concern to the 
Baghdad government. 

“For the first time in Iraq’s 
history, we are suffering from 
rampant unemployment as a 
result of the sanctions." he 
said, noting that his country 
was once the largest em- 
ployer of foreign workers in 
the Arab World. 

The minister could not pro- 
vide precise figures on the 
total work force of Iraq or on 
unemployment. "The figures 


varied from month to month 
and year to year, depending 
on the military situation,” he 
said, referring to the 1980-88 

Iran-Iraq war and the 1991 

war over Kuwait and the 
armed forces' swift recruit- 
ment and demobilisation 
campaigns. 

Dr. Mubarak said Iraq em- 
ployed more than three mil- 
lion foreign workers, the bulk 
of them Arabs, prior to the 
Gulf crisis sparked by the 
August 1990 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. Now. he said, 
around 400,000 guest work- 
ers remained in the country. 

Among them are Egyp- 
tians, Sudanese, Yemenis, 
Indians and Pakistanis as well 
as Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians. he said. 

But major industries re- 
main crippled and there is 
very little Iraq could do in 
this respect as long as the 
sanctions remain, he noted. 

"The scarcity of raw mate- 
rials and spare paits resulting 
from the international sanc- 
tions and other devastating 
effects of the war has forced 
the closure of the bulk of 
Iraqi public sector and pri- 
vate sector industries,” he 
said. 

Thousands of Iraqi factor- 
ies have been closed down 
and those which are operat- 
ing are doing so with a mini- 
mum level of employees since 
they lack raw material, he 
added. 

Dr. Mubarak denied that 
Iraq was witnessing a high 
rate of crime resulting from 
unemployment and said that, 
if anything, the level of 
crimes in his country was 
much less than many others 
“which have not gone to war 
or found themselves under 
crippling sanctions.” 

According to the minister, 
the Iraqi people have "ad- 



Omeid Midhat Mubarak 
justed themselves to the 
situation and rationalised 
their consumption.” He 
noted that the government 
was subsidising a good part of 
the people's food needs and 
"this has alleviated the social 
burden on the Iraqi indi- 
vidual.” 

Dr. Mubarak said despite 
the absence of advanced 
equipment and expertise, the 
Iraqis had managed to push 
their quest for development. 
He cited as examples the 
building of the "Saddam Riv- 
er.” a congruence of the Eup- 
hrates and Tigirs Rivers, and 
plans to launch the "fifth and 
fourth river projects.” He did 
not give details of the pro- 
jects. 

The minister, however, 
conceded that Iraq was find- 
ing it difficult to rebuild many 
of the sites that were des- 
troyed in the war. "We do 
not have spare parts and 
equipment,” he said. 

He said Iraq was hoping 
that the Amman conference 
would come out with a call. 


among other things, for an 
immediate end to the interna- 
tional sanctions. 

According to the minister, 
the “positive atmosphere of 
the conference is dramatical- 
ly opposed to the situation 
that we witnessed at earlier 
Arab gatherings,” and that 
the “minimum we could ask 
for is a demand that the 
sanctions against Iraq be re- 
moved and Iraqi assets frozen 
abroad be unfrozen.” 

He attributed the “positive 
atmosphere” to the “wise 
leadership of His Majesty 
King Hussein and the dyna- 
mic understanding of Labour 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti,” the Jordanian 
chairman of the conference. 

According to the minister, 
the very fact that the confer- 
ence is being held in Jordan 
with mostly ministerial-level 
participation from the Arab 
League members is “an in- 
dication of the awareness of 
the Arabs of the plots against 
the Arab Nation and the con- 
spiracies inherent in the 
efforts to establish a new 
world order dominated by 
one world power.” 

Dr. Mubarak said, he had 
exchanged greetings and held 
technical consultations with 
all delegates to the confer- 
ence except the Kuwaitis, 
who are represented by the 
under-secretary of the Minis- 
try of Labour. 

The Iraqi minister criti- 
cised what he described as 
“the double-standard of the 
United Nations” in dealing 
with the Middle East. 

“We are sure that the sanc- 
tions against Iraq will not be 
lifted through the initiative of 
one country or another,” he 
said. "But, we the Iraqis, will 
quash the impact of the sanc- 
tions through our own 
efforts.” 


Turkish sentry kills 


Sudan rebels to hold 


Greek-Cypriot soldier talks with government 


NICOSIA t R> — A Turkish sol- 
dier shot dead a Greek-Cypriot 
soldier Thursday on the line di- 
viding the Cypriot capir-if Nico- 
la. Defence Minister. Costas 
Elides said. 

The soldier. 20. had entered 
the buffer zone unarmed, car- 
rying two bottles of Cyprus brandy 
in a plastic bag. he said. 

The buffer zone is patrolled 
U.N. peacekeeping forces and 
out of bounds to Cypriot or Tur- 
kish soldiers. 

The minister said the shooting 
took place at 6:37 p.m. (1537 
GMT) in the Kaiamukli area in 
the east of the city and U.N. 
forces helped move his body to 
hospital at K p.m. (1700 GMT). 

“Inquiries on the spot show so 
far that the soldier. Alhanassio> 
Klcnvoutou. was murdered in 
cold bU*>d while unarmed in the 
buffer zone carrying two bottles 
of Cypriot brandy in a plastic 
hag." Mr. Eliadessaid in remarks 
hro.idc.ist live on the private tele- 
vision station Logos. 

Tbs* seiurv post from which the 
Turkish soldier fired was not per- 
manently manned, he added. 

State -run Cyprus Television 
earlier said Turkish troops pre- 
vented anyone approaching the 
hod} but did not explain how. A 
doctor said the soldier probably 
lived 20 mtmiies. 

The last fatal shooting on the 
green line dividing Cyprus was in 
May IViW. when a Greek -Cypriot ’ 
guardsman died and a Turkish- 
Cvpriol soldier v >’ 

Doctor Costas Automatics s.iu. 
a bullet hit Klcovuiiiou in the 
liver and a kidney The guards- 
man might have survived if he 
hud reached hospital earlier, he 
added. 


Mr. Eliaides said the govern- 
ment had made representations 
to the U.N. peacekeeping force 
in Cyprus and was awaiting a final 
“report from inquiries by the U.N. 
force and the national guard. 

Cyprus has been divided since 
Turkish troops invaded the north 
in response to a short-lived Greek 
nationalist coup in 1974 but the 
U.N. force has largely kept the 
peace. 

The United Nations made 
some progress towards a political 
settlement last year but the newly 
elected Greek-Cypriot president. 
Glafcos Clerides. has reserva- 
tions about proposals by 
secretary-general Boutros Ghali. 

Rauf Denktash. the leader of 
the Turkish-Cypriot community 
and president of the self-styled 
Turkish republic of north Cyprus, 
is also under pressure from 
Turkish-Cypriots opposed to a 
settlement . 

The government said Friday 
the killing of the soldier was an 
unprovoked murder which dam- 
aged efforts to reunite the island. 
“ "The government categorically 
condemns the unprovoked mur- 
der of soldier Athanassios 
Kleovou lou.” government 
spokesman Yiannakis Cas- 
soulides told reporters. 

"It directly harms the climate 
for efforts to find a settlement in 
Cyprus and i expansibility for this 
lies squarely on the Turkish 
occupation force," he said. 

Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash. speaking on the north- 
ern side of the capital, expressed 
sorrow over the killing. 

"This should nor have hap- 
pened." he said. 


NAIROBI (R) — The Sudanese 
government and a rebel faction 
opposed to guerrilla leader John 
Garang will open separate peace 
talks In Nairobi next week, a 
rebel spokesman said Friday. 

"We shall hold our own talks 
and Garang can hold his. There 
should be no problem of the talks 
taking place side by side.” 
spokesman John Luk told Reu- 
ters. 

The Nasir. Yyuon and Kwa- 
nyin factions of the Sudan Peo- 
ple's Liberation Army (SPLA) 
announced Monday they were 
joining forces in a new front. 

Efforts by African leaders to 
unite them with Colonel Garang 
had failed." Mr. Luk said. 

"After the frustration of its 
efforts for unity by John Garang 
and in view of the immense suf- 
fering of the people of southern 
Sudan, we have resolved to enter 
into serious negotiations with the 
Sudan government," he said. 

“These talks will go ahead with 
or without John Garang.” 

The faction was seeking Ke- 
nyan President Daniel Arap 
Mai's help so the talks could 
begin next week. Mr. Luk said. 
They will not prejudice separate 
Nigerian-brokered talks between 
Col. Garang and the fun- 
damentalist government in Khar- 
toum on April 26, he said. 

Col. Garang heads the main- 
stream SPLA, fighting since 1983 
to end what it sees as domination 
of a largely Christian and animist 
southern population by the Mus- 
lim. Arabised northern govern- 
ment. 

In August 1991. top Garang 
aides including Riak Machar and 
Lam Akol defected from the 
SPLA. accusing Col. Garang of 
human rights violations, to form 


what became known as the Nasir 
faction. 

Oh 'Monday Mr. Machar' ‘was 
named as head. of the new front. 

Mr. Luk said Col. Garang had 
spurned calls for unity from Afri- 
can leaders. 

"Since Garang has ruled out 
any chance for the unification of 
the movement and continues to 
instigate inter-SPLA fighting, we 
call upon all SPLA officers still 
with him to abandon him,” Mr. 
Luk said. 

Col. Garang accuses the newly 
united faction of secretly col- 
laborating with the fundamental- 
ist government to undermine 
him. On Thursday his Taction said 
government forces had violated a 
two-week-old ceasefire by arming 
his rivals. 

Political analysts in Nairobi 
doubted the success of the Kenya 
talks, saying there could be no 
solution to the conflict without 
the participation of the Garang 
group, by far the biggest and best 
armed faction. 

Sudanese President Omar Has- 
san Al Bashir said Wednesday he 
was trying to speed peace talks 
with southern rebels but an end 
to the country’s devastating civil 
war would be up to them. 

"A peace agreement depends 
on the other side.” Lieutenant- 
General Bashir told foreign re- 
porters when asked about pros- 
pects for a settlement. 

A government delegation 
headed by Economic Planning 
and Investment Minister Ali Al 
Haj Mohammad is in the Nige- 
rian capital Abuja for talks with 
Col. Garang. 

Gen. Bashir, said he hoped all 
the various factions of the SPLA 
would also go to Abuja. 
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A Sou ” 1 * woman makes an insulting gesture at Belgian soldiers during a demonstration Thursday in the 
southern port city of Kismayu (AFP photo) 

Kismayu hinders Somali peace bid 


By Sue Pleming 
Reuter 

KISMAYU, Somalia — The 
southern port of Kismayu, torn 
by clan fighting, is likely to be 
the U.N.’s biggest challenge in 
Somalia when it takes charge 
next month. 

“Kismayu is going to be a 
continual problem. This is a 
dispute which will take a lot of 
work in trying to find a solu- 
tion,'” said retired Admiral 
Jonathan Howe, the U.N.'s 
special envoy in Somalia. 

Adm. Howe made his first 
visit to the Kismayu region 
Thursday and was bombarded 
with complaints that Belgian 
troops, part of a U.S.-led mul- 
tinational force, and the U.N. 
were taking sides in a bitter 
clan dispute. 

“We are not your enemy. 
We are your friends and we are 
trying very hard to find a 
peaceful solution here,” Adm. 
Howe told supporters of war- 
lord Omar Jess, whose militia 
is fighting forces loyal to 
Mohammad Said Hersi,” also 
known as General Morgan.” 

The 900 Belgian troops 
based in Kismayu say both 
factions have been using 
women and children as human 
shields during clashes, making 
intervention difficult. 

''Don't you realise what a 
tough time we are having stop- 
ping this fighting, do you want 
us to open fire on women and 
.children,”,; a,, Belgian., officer, 
asked a. Jess supporter. Thurs- 
day who -'accused -foreign 
troops . of .siding with Gen. : 
Morgan. 

The U.S.-led multinational 


force arrived in Somalia last 
December to restore order and 
end the looting of food con- 
voys intended for the starving. 
The United States is due to 
hand over command to the 
United Nations next month. 

While a semblance of nor- 
mality has returned to most 
areas, Kismayu remains a 
stumbling block to peace. 

When the Belgians arrived 
in the southern port. Colonel 
Jess was the dominant warlord. 
But within two months, Gen. 
Morgan had won the fight for 
supremacy. 

Gen. Morgan is the son-in- 
law of dictator Mohammad 
Siad Bane, whose ouster in 
January, 1991 touched off 
Somalia's civil war. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Jess supporters accuse the 
U.N. and the U.S.-led forces 
of trying to bring Mr. Siad 
Bane back into Somalia by 
supporting Gen. Morgan. 

Belgian Brigadier-General 
Ramond Keymeulen, who de- 
nied supporting either side, 
told Reuters that Col. Jess’ 
ragtag, militia was trying to 
launch a last-minute push on 
the port before rains arrived. 

"I think they mi^ht try to 
retake parts of the city before 
the rains come and com- 
munication and transport be- 
comes difficult. But they are 
poorly armed and I do not 
think they will have much suc- 
cess^" : Gen. Keymeulen said.. 

Belgian troops evacuated 
about 1,000 Jess supporters 
last week from Kismayu after 


they came under attack from 
Gen. Morgan's militia. 

The evacuees are now in 
small villages north of Kis- 
mayu. Makeshift hospitals 
have been set up to treat those 
wounded in the fighting. 

The U.N. has sent extra 
medicine and food for the eva- 
cuees, who are bitter about 
leaving their homes. At Baar, 
where many of the evacuees 
were taken, doctors said seven 
wounded people had died in 
the past two days. 

“Many of the injured are 
malnourished and we do not 
have enough medicines, ali 
these people just want to go 
back to their homes," a doctor, 
who travelled with the eva- 
cuees, told Adm. Howe. 

But Gen. Keymeulen said it 
would be impossible to send 
the evacuees back unless the 
security situation improved. 

“If we were to take them 
back to Kismayu now, there 
would be war. These people 
know they would be killed,” be 
said. 

“I can understand that these 
people are upset. Their homes 
have been taken from them 
and they are poor. But Idon't 
think the solution is a military 
one, it has to come from the 
politicians. 

The U.N. has sent its top 
political advisers to Kismayu to 
try and broker a solution, but 
so far the visits have been 
fruitless. 

“From what I have seen 

today, we have real problems. 

-I dotrt think these people are- 
ready yet for peace,” a U:N. 
official said after visiting the 
Kismayu region. 


Pakistan : 
arrests j 

.more Arabs’ 

PESHAWAR. Pakistan (R) 
Pakistani police said Thursday 
they arrested more Arabs on the 
third day of a sweep against 
suspected terrorists in North 
West Frontier Province bordenti 

Afghanistan. V 

Arab non-governmental orga- 
nisations in the region, grouped 
in the Islamic Coordination 
Council (ICC), protested against 
Che crackdown in which they wtfd 
300 Arabs had been arrested. 

Police said 187 people wen 
arrested in the three days and 133 
of them had been released. t 
The Interior Ministry ordered 
the sweep as part of a drive To 
check the nationality and legal 
status of foreigners in the pro- 
vince- , . . ] 

Several Arab countries, includ- 
ing Algeria, Egypt, Saudi Arabia 
Sudan and Tunisia, have voider 
concern that domestic Muslim 
militants fought in the 14-year 
Afghan civil war and obtained 
arms and training in Peshawar in 
Pakistan. 

Pakistan is particularly sensi- 
tive on the issue since the United 
States added its name in January 
to a list of countries alleged to 
sponsor "terrorism.” 

Police said most of the de- 
tained Arabs came from Algeria, 
Egypt, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Sudan 
and Syria. They were being in- 
terrogated by a special police 
team while their documents were 
checked. 

• 

The ICC said its member orga- 
nisations would shut their offices 
Saturday and Sunday to protest 
against alleged maltreatment of 
Arabs by police. 'f 

Its Kuwaiti vice-president. 
Zahid Al sheikh, told a news 
conference: “We are not against 
the roles and regulations of Pakis- 
tan. We protest against the mal- 
treatment meted out to Arabs.” 
Interior Minister Shujaat Hus- 
sain said last week the govern- 
ment would decide within a 
month whether to expel Arabs 
from Pakistan, extradite them or 
allow them to remain. 

About 2,800 Arabs are reg- 
istered in north west frontier pro- 
vince. Many fought alongside 
U.S. -backed Afghan guerrillas in 
their “holy war” against the 
Soviet-installed government 
which fell last April. 

In the crackdown, police 
raided houses known to be rented 
by Arabs, but said several suspects 
slipped through the net because 
they spoke the local Pashtun lan- 
guage fluently. 


U.S. art dealer accused of providing information to Jewish group 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 
local anti-discrimination group 
allegedly hired an art dealer to 
gather information on anti- 
semitic, anti-apartheid and other 
groups for more than two de- 
cades, according to a newspaper. 

Quoting court documents, the 
San Francisco Examiner said the 
Anti-Defamation League (ADL) 
of B’nai B’rith paid San Francisco 
art dealer Roy Bullock hundreds 
of thousands of dollars to gather 
information on some 500 Amer- 
ican ethnic and political groups. 

Mr. Bullock over 25 years 
hired informants in those groups 
with “extreme anti-Semitic philo- 
sophies” but that he did nothing 
improper. 

“If he was able to infiltrate 
these hate groups... and share 
information with law enforce- 
ment, which he did, he's perform- 
ing a service. He shouldn't be 
looked on as if he's a criminal," 


Mr. Breakstone said. 

Investigators suspect former 
San Francisco police officer Tom 
Gerhard and Mr. Bullock of ille- 
gally gathering confidential in- 
formation on some 12,000 indi- 
viduals and groups. They alleged- 
ly include anti-apartheid, pro- 
Arab, anti- Jewish and white sup- 
remacist groups in the Bay area 
and southern California. 

The groups, in computerised 
records Mr. Gerard and Mr. Bul- 
lock allegedly compiled, were 
categorised as “pinko,” “right,'’ 
“Arab,” “skins” and “ANC,” 
the Examiner said. The last two 
categories refer to “skinhead” 
groups and the African National 
Congress, the dominant black 
political organisation in South 
Africa. 

The groups allegedly targetted 
included such activist group as 
Al Fateh and the American Indi- 
an Movement, the Examiner 


Libya wants to switch pilgrimage 


(Continued from page 1) 

to make Islam's most sacred jour- 
ney. 

The punishment is meant to 
force Tripoli to hand over for trial 
in the United States or Britian 
two Libyans charged with the 
December 1988 destruction of 


Pan Am 103 over Lockerbie, 
Scotland. 

JANA suggested that in addi- 
tion to substituting Jerusalem for 
Mecca on Haj, Libyans might 
consider changing the direction of 
their prayers, from Mecca to 
Jerusalem. 

“There is no difference now 


said, bat others included lower- 
profile groups such as Earth Is- 
land Institute and the Bay Guar- 
dian newspaper, a local weekly 
with a liberal political orienta- 
tion. 

Mr. Bullock, 58, also has work- 
ed closely with law enforcement 
agencies, according to the docu- 
ments and his lawyer. 

The hundreds of pages of docu- 
ments were filed in a police and 
district attorney's investigation 
centering on Mr. Gerard, accord- 
ing to the affidavit. 

Mr. Gerard, 50, took early 
retirement after 22 years with the 
San Francisco police department, 
then moved to the Philippines in 
November. 

Mr. Gerard, however, told the 
Examiner from the Philippines 
that the Federal Bureau oflnves- 
tigation (FBI) was out to destroy 
him even though he said be and 
Mr. Bullock had been longtime 


between Mecca and Jerusalem. 
Both have prevented Libyans 
from reaching them,” JANA 
said. 

JANA did not say how the 
Libyan pilgrims would reach 
Israel or if they have asked for 
visas. The main Muslim shrines 
are in Arab East Jerusalem under 


bureau informants. : L 

Between 1985 and 1993 alone, 
Mr. Bullock received neariy 
£170,000 in payments, according 
the documents. 

The ADL, which has cooper- 
ated in the probe, declined “to 
comment. 

The ADL' previously Was 
admitted gathering information 
on a wide range of individuals 
mid groups. But it insists its prac- 
tices are legal and consistent with 
its goal of fighting prejudice 
against al! groups. 

The FBI began the investiga- 
tion in 1990 but turned it over to 
city authorities last fall. The Ex- 
aminer, citing a source close .to 
the investigation, said the FBI 
was afraid it would have to di- 
vulge government secrets in any 
federal proceedings. 

The FBI has declined to com- 
ment on Mr. Gerard's allegation 
that it was out to destroy him.. 


Israeli occupation. 

Israel’s Davar newspaper, 
close to the ruling Labour Party, 
reported Wednesday that Libya 
asked for visas for about 200 
high-ranking Muslims through 
Jewish leaders and businessmen. 
It said the Clinton administration 
indicated it wanted Israel to delay 
the visas. • 
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Italian. Ai-Muhajiecn 777101/3 

Al- Bashir, J. Ashrafieh ...... 775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Owen Alia Hospital 60224000 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZAKQAs 

Zaxqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 


Zarqr National Hospital .. (09)900560 
IbuStna Hospital ........... <09)9967 32 

AlHikma Modem Hospital (09)990990 

XRXUD: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)772275 

IbnAlNafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

P ri ncess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is s up plied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) hmnotion depart- 
ment at tbc Queen ABa International 
Airport Td. f 08)53200-5 . where k 
be verified. 


Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

Jakarta. Singapore (RJ) 


HCI5 

It: 15 


ifcaa ... 
11:15 .. 
11*0 ... 
17:45 ... 

1831 .. . 

1940.. . 
IhS.. 
two... 


Dhahran [RJj 

Cair o. Aosta (RJ) 

New Dcflu (RJ) 

Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 


Beirut (RJ) 

— Cofovnbo(RJ) 

— m Cairo (RJ) 

— New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

London. Botin (RJ) 

— ... Prulduru Vienna (RJ) 
— Bangkok (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


!!2 Sanaa (IY) 

-a =5=51=188 

■* 1 * 5 Pans. Damascus (AF) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1} 

— Beirut (RJ) 

.... Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

J*4S .. Ptris. Brassies (RJ) 

— • Geneva, Madrid <RJ) 



othar Rights (Terminal 2) 

97:85 - Larnaca (CY) 


09:15 .. 
11:38 .. 
21:80 .. 


Beirut (ME) 

Sanaa (IY) 

----- Dubai (EM) 

Damascus. Paris (AF) 


Uppct/kmcr price in fits per kg. 

■Apple 1001 TOO 

Banana 680/680 

Banana (Muktunmar) 620 / 620 

Bcat« 900 / 700 

Cabbage 90/60 

Carrot Mgy itq 

Cauliflower l«y ]oo 

■Cucumbers (latgcj 120/60 

Cucumbers (small} 220/ 160 

IffiPbwt 340/260 

500 / 400 

Grapefruit 34 0/ 18Q 

400 / 300 

0aigc) 400/300 

Marrow (small) 200/150 

Mow 100 

320 / 260 

280 / 200 

470/200 

700/600 

PcppcT (sweet) 260 / 3W 

5°*"° 280/200 

T««»to 280/ 150 

Sproad* 100/50 
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King returns to Alma Mater 
to address graduating cadets 
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■AMMAN (J.T.) — Forty years 
.after graduating from England's 
^oyal Military Academy San- 
Aiiurst as an Officer Cadet, His 
Majesty King Hussein returned 
.to his Alma Mater Thursday on 
.behalf of Her Majesty Queen 
"Elizabeth IT on the 111th 
.Sovereign’s Parade. 

King Hussein was received 
-Upon arrival by the parade with a 
.royal salute. 

After inspecting the parade. 
She King addressed the cadets, 
•recalling his days at Sandhurst 40 
.years ago. 

; "It Ls indeed a long time since 
the 5th of February 1953 when I 
.took my place on parade on these 
jrery grounds to graduate as an 
Officer from the Royal Military 
•Academy Sandhurst." His Majes- 
,ty said. 

* “In the four eventful decades 
'Since, I have always felt that my 
experience at Sandhurst was one 
which had the greatest impact on 
my formative years. I am sure 


that all of you graduating today 
will come to regard your experi- 
ence here in the same way.” he 
added. 

“Honour, integrity, moral and 
physical courage together with 
discipline, humility, compassion 
and the ability to inspire confi- 
dence and earn the respect of 
those you will be serving with and 
leading, are all among the impor- 
tant characteristics which have 
been sought in every one of you,” 
the King said. 

"These qualities have prepared 
you for the completion of your 
course and for these proud mo- 
ments today,” he added. 

His Majesty wished the gra- 
duating cadets “every success in 
fulfilling with honour, dedication 
and courage your respective des- 
tinies in defending the rights of 
future generations to live in peace 
and with dignity.” 

Following his address, the King 
presented the “Sword of Hon- 
our," the “ Queen’s Medal,” and 


die "Overseas Cane" to the three 
top graduating cadets. 

King Hussein and the Royal 
Family have had a long associa- 
tion with Sandhurst. His Majes- 
ty's Father, King Talal, also 
attended Sandhurst Academy, 
and more recent graduates, are 
Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Abdullah (1981) and Princess 
Aisha (1987). 

Of the 553 cadets on parade, 58 
were women, and 59 were from 
overseas. Ninety-seven cadets 
were commissioned into the Brit- 
ish Armed Forces. 

Attending the Sovereign’s Pa- 
rade with His Majesty were Her 

Majesty Queen Noor. Their 
Royal Highnesses Prince Abdul- 
lah, Princess Aisha, Prince Ham- 
zah. Prince Hashem, Jordan's 
Ambassador in London Fouad 
Ayoub, and Jordan’s Armed 
Forces Attache in London 
Brigadier-General Awad Al 
Ma’aytah. 
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[^Cttdirkhan oT tBcf Joirtf Chiefs If Staff* Lieutenant- . . international Peace-keeping Forces. Lt.-Gen. Mirai 
'General Abdul Hafez Mirai AlJCnbn^ received at commenced the role of the U.l^ a ftmergenc^ forces 
Army General Headquarters 1 Thursday Nepalese and stressed Jordan’s eagerness to support and 
Mqjor General Rashina Tuba, chief of staff of the participate in them 
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^Meeting 

Urges 

promoting 

0 

Arab 
•women 
in industry 

... By a Jordan Times 
Staff reporter 


'"AMMAN — A four-day sympo- 
sium on women in modern Arab 
industries ended here Friday with 
^ final statement recommending 
among other things, the eradica- 
tion of illiteracy among women 
'and provision for their vocational 
framing to help them contribute 
further to Arab industry. 

The statement appealed to the 
media to spread awareness 
, among the Arab societies on the 
■importance of women's partidpa- 
-tion in industrial production and 
~on the elimination of barriers and 
-discrimination between men and 
•women in employment and 
..wages. 

_ -• Stressing the need for training 
women in the fields of advanced 
.industrial and technological 
fields, the statement said that this 
-essential work should be done by 

■ the decision-makers of the execu- 
tive and legislative authorities. 

Furthermore, the statement 
urged women in the Arab World 
to set up industrial projects of 
their own and called for con- 
cerned authorities such as trade 
unions and ministries of industry 
to provide them with guaranteed 
loans and other facilities . 

It called on Arab women's un- 
ions to organise visits to factories 
■employing women in order to 
study their working conditions! 

Arab countries were urged. 

; through the statement, to revise 

■ their respective civil service codes 
on employment of women. 

On Thursday, the delegates, 
who represented eight Arab 
countries, discussed a set of 
working papers, dealing with the 
employment of women in electro- 
nic industries, vocational training 
problems, and difficulties involv- 
ing working women. 

The meeting was organised by 
the Arab Federation of Arab 
Scientific Research Councils, the 
. Geneta I Federation of Arab 
; Women, the U.N. Economic and 
"Social Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA). and the Higher 
Council for Science and Technoi- 
ey (IICST) in Jordan. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

^ Art exhibition by Nawwaf Al Bukhari at the Phoenix Art 
Gallery. 

<r Art exhibition entitled “The Legend of Petra II 1 ' by artist Suha 
Shoman at the National Gallery for Fine Arts. 

-fr Exhibition entitled “Re-creation” by Jordanian, French and 
Iraqi artists, inspired by a sculpture by Iraqi artist Mohammad 
Hussein Abdullah, at the French Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition of a children’s drawings at the British Council. 

SEMINAR 

it Seminar, in Arabic, marking the 20tb anniversary of the death 
of Kamal Nasser, Kamal Ed wan and Yousef Al Najjar at the 
Scientific and Cultural Centre of Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation at 6 JO p.m. 


*£? nano and darinet concert organised by the National Music 
Conservatory at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8 p.m. 


ir French film entitled “Le Petit Soidat” at the Zarqa Chamber 
of Commerce at 7 p.m. 


Social changes bring increased crime, says expert 


By Sansan Gbosheh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The types of crimes 
in Jordan have changed because 
of social transformations, and in- 
clude increasing family violence, 
thefts of material goods and inci-' 
dents of severe assaults on indi- 
viduals, according to professor of 
sociology. Safari Rubeihat, in a 
lecture Wednesday. 

“Social changes and prob- 
lems,” Dr. Rubeihat said, “are 
the subjects least discussed in 
Jordan, despite their importance 
to our lives.” 

Dr. Rubeihat defined social 
transformation as “a change in 
the relationships and structure of 
society.” 

Change is the only constant 
phenomenon, he said. In this 
century. Jordan witnessed the 
fastest rate of change even pas- 
sing through three different 
phases. Dr. Rubeihat said. 

Prior to 1950 and the establish- 
ment of Jordan as an independent 
state, tribes were the only institu- 
tion in society, and individuals 
were totally dependent on them. 

As a result of 1948 Arab-Israeli 
war and the consequent integra- 
tion of the Palestinian and Jorda- 


nian people, a mergence of 
“urbanized people with be- 
douins," brought with it more 
developed institutions and cultu- 
ral centres. Dr. Rubeihat ex- 
plained. 

He added that the high rate of 
urbanization and population 
growth has affected social rela- 
tions as well as the people's ideas 
and goals in life. 

In 1985, Jordan suffered from a 
faster rate of transformation as a 
result of the increasing economic 
problems and the beginning of 
the democratisation process. Dr. 
Rubeihat said. 

These factors, accompanied by 
the lack of resources in Jordan, 
has led to the appearance of 
several sodal deviations, he said. 
Dr. Rubeihat defined social de- 
viation as departing from sodal 
norms and values. 

He said, although, the percen- 
tage of reported rapes has de- 
clined , the percentage of other 
major assaults has increased con- 
siderably. 

Dr. Rubeihat estimated that 80 
“gruesome” murders have 
occured in Jordan this year. In 
addition, he maintained that the 
increase in material goods have 


resulted in the increase of thefts. 

"Before, people's belongings 
were few. but with the develop- 
ment of technology there are 
more popular electronic goods 
that could be stolen." he ex- 
plained. 

The growth of cities has cre- 
ated new neighbourhoods inha- 
bited by strangers with no sodal 
ties, neither familial nor com- 
munal. Dr. Rubeihat said. 
"Homes in these neighbourhoods 
can be easily burglarised," he 
added, a significant factor in the 
increase in the number of thefts. 

"The constraints of life and the 
augmenting problems of people 
have escalated violence in the 
society," Dr. Rubeihat said. 

Victims of violence, he stated, 
are usually people who are least 

capable of defending themselves, 
such as the elderly, children and 
women. 

Since most of the elderly do not 
generate income, they seem to 
have lost their former respected 
position in society. Dr. Rubeihat 
said, and have become easy vic- 
tims of violence. 

"Parents feel that they can do 
what they want with their chil- 
dren,” Dr. Rubeihat said. Chil- 


dren. he explained, are constant- 
ly seen as a form of disturbance, 
especially in crowded apart- 
ments. Thus they are often • 
beaten or sexually abused, he 
said. 

“An abused and neglected 
child will never be creative and 
have an effective role in society,’’ 
he maintained. 

The abused child, according to 
Dr. Rubeihat, will develop pat- 
ients of lying and cheating as a 
"strategy for survival. 

Dr. Rubeihat said that by 
studying police reports for IS 
months, he was able to find 295 
cases of sexual abuse of children. 

But he emphasised that this is 
only a small portion — the por- 
tion that is reported — and in a 
traditional society like Jordan’s, 

cases like these are not usually 

reported. 

Dr. Rubeihat also mentioned a 
survey done by a professor at the 
University of Jordan regarding 
family violence. 

He said S7 per cent of the 
students who participated in the 
survey revealed either child or 
spouse abuse. 

Drugs are increasingly becom- 
ing a problem in Jordan, Dr. 


Rubeihat affirmed. 

“Some students studying 
abroad return with this prob- 
lem.” he said. In addition, Jordan 
is affected by the presence of 
drugs in neighbouring countries, 
some who consume and others 
who produce, he maintained. 

In response to an attendee's 
question. Dr. Rubeihat stressed 
the need to modify laws in Jor- 
dan. “Laws have not been mod- 
ified to meet social transforma- 
tion. We do not have taws that 
protect children. We need laws 
that protect individuals from 
other individuals. We need laws 
that protect us from familial 
abuse, to protect us from our 
fathers, brothers and husbands. 

Dr. Rubeihat believes :!.ai 
“the society needs to be reor- 
dered into small self-sufficient 
social districts, each district 
should have its own institutions... 
centralization has not worked. 
People need to stop depending 
totally on the government and 
start acting for themselves. 

Dr. Rubeihat's lecture on so- 
cial transformations and prob- 
lems of deviation in the Jordanian 
society was hosted by the Abdel 
Hameed Shoman Foundation. 


Group recommends specifics on human rights 
universality, inter-relationship and indivisibility 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “Minor difficulties 
but a major success" was the 
description of the organisers of 
the human rights round table, 
held in Amman last week. 

"Different participants repre- 
senting diverse cultures and faiths 
from all regions came to a con- 
sensus in three days." said Julia 
Hausermann, chair of the Inter- 
national Board of Rights and 
Humanity Movement which orga- 
nised the conference. “This 
proves that there really is a uni- 
versality: The main objective of 
the conference." 

The three-day round cable, 
which ended Wednesday after 
drafting a list of recommenda- 
tions to be submitted to the 
World Conference on Human 
Rights to-b$ held in Vienna in 
June, insisted upon the principle , 
of 'universality' of ~hu main rights, 
their inter-relationship and indi- 
visibility. 

Despite financial difficulties in 
its preparatory stages that im- 
peded a normal proceeding of the 
conference's preliminary prepa- 
rations, 32 experts finally suc- 
ceeded in making their way to 
Amman for the meeting. 

"Though they were only given 
two-weeks notice, most of those 
who were invited have come and 
participated in this event,” said 
Ms. Hausermann, a Geneva- 
based attorney, adding that the 
reason behind the absence of 
invitee Simone Veil (President of 
the European Parliament), for 
example, was because she was 
recently appointed as France's 
Minister of Social and Health 


Affairs in the new government. 

Another invited specialist. 
Rabbi Lionel Blue of the United 
Kingdom, was absent due to ill- 
ness. 

In his place, his representative. 
Rabbi Jonathan Magonet, prin- 
cipal at Leo Baeck College in 
London, attended and presented 
what many participants described 
as one of the most significant 
perspectives regarding the differ- 
ences between Islam and Juda- 
ism. 

"He tried to establish a new 
vision that encompasses common 
values we all share and seek to 
accomplish,'* said Ms. Hauser- 
mann. “As was being stressed by 
all other participants, a new pers- 
pective regarding the understand- 
ing of each other's opinions and 
differences, and our responsibili- 
ties to future generations were 
highlighted iri . Mr. M^gonet's 
speech," .she added.. 

The significance of the confer- 
ence,, for many participants., was 
its ability to group experts repre- 
senting different faiths — Islam, 
Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism 
and Hinduism — reflecting di- 
verse understanding and attitudes 
of indigenous peoples, children 
and women, and coming from 
various geographical regions in 
ah equitable manner. 

Equitable participation of 
males and females of different 
age groups reflected the 
homogenous atmosphere of the 
conference. 

The 32 experts came from Jor- 
dan, Senegal, India. Poland. 
Switzerland, the United King- 
dom. South Africa, Ireland, 
Tibet. Canada, Argentina, In- 
donesia. Sri Lanka. Kenya. 


4 killed in family murder 


MA'AN (J.T.) — Four members 
of the same family were killed at 
dawn Thursday in a hail of bullets 
by the brother and the sister of 
the murdered husband and wife. 

Initial investigations into the 
case, as reported in the local 
press Friday, revealed that the 
the murdered man, aged 40 iden- 
tified only as S M A who was 
killed by his 20-year-old brother, 
and his wife aged 30 was killed by 
her own brother. 

Together with the man and 


wife, two children aged 13 and 
15, were also murdered when the 
two assailants opened automatic 
fire weapons after sLorming the 
family home early in the morn- 
ing. A third child of the family 
escaped, because the report said, 
she had spent the night at her 

grandmorher's home. 

■ 

The two assailants gave them- 
selves up to the police who were 
reported to be holding investiga- 
tions into the crime. 


Effects of sanctions increase toll on Iraqis 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Health services in 
Iraq have steadily deteriorated 
since the imposition of interna- 
tional sanctions against the coun- 
try in 1990, and Iraqis are witnes- 
sing a reemergence of prevent- 
able diseases which had been 
eradicated before the Gulf crisis, 
according to a senior Iraqi offi- 
cial. 

The sanctions, imposed as a 
punitive measure following the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990, have also forced Iraqi 
hospitals to close and to admit 
'only emergency cases. Health 
Minister Omeid Midhat Mubarak 
said. 

The minister, speaking to re- 
porters on the sidelines of an 
Arab labour conference in Am- 
man. said Iraq was not producing 
12 per cent of its medicinal needs, 
and international assistance to 
the country's 18 million people 
was minimal. 

"The sanctions have caused 
acute shortages of medicine and 
equipment," Dr. Mubarak said. 
“We can only provide a fraction 
of the health services that the 
Iraqi people need." 

He said that only between 30 
and 50 per cent of hospital beds 
were being used, and that too was 
for emergency cases, and non- 
emergency “cold cases” were 
being deferred, "leading to furth- 


er complications and side- 
effects." 

“We are in a vicious circle.” he 
said. “Lack of vaccines, labora- 
tory equipment, and the general 
state of sewerage and fresh water 
supplies badly affected by the war 
have limited our abilities to fight 
and prevent the spread of conta- 
gious diseases." 

Surgeries have gone down by 
86 per cent and only 82 per cent 
of cases that need close study and 
investigations are being attended 
to. he said. 

“We don’t have anaesthetics 
and as such we cannot perform 
many operations." the minister 
said. 

Dr. Mubarak noted that Iraq 
imported medicine and related 
supplies worth $600 million to 
$700 million every year prior to 
the crisis sparked by its invasion 
of Kuwait. 

“No single (relief) organisation 
can meet the needs of the Iraqi 
people.” said the minister, de- 
scribing relief offered by various 
international institutions, non- 
governmental organisations and 
the United Nations as a “drop in 
the ocean." 

Dr. Mubarak said the sanc- 
tions. which ban all Iraqi exports 
— the country’s mainstay re- 
venue — were preventing the 
government from raising funds 
for impf.is of food and medicine. 

“We are seeing a six- to 12-fold 
increase in the ■ umber of cases of 


several diseases,” including hepa- 
titis B, he said, adding that many 
preventable diseases. Tike cholera 
and measles, “which were totally 
eradicated (before the crisis) are 
now reappearing." 

The minister said an immunisa- 
tion campaign launched in coop- 
eration with the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) in 
December and January was 
"highly successful" and about 92 
per cent of Iraqi children under 
the age of five were now pro- 
tected against major killer dis- 
eases. 

The success of the campaign 
was largely due to the "cold 
chain" storage and transportation 
facilities extended by UNICEF, 
he said. 

According to the minister, 
more than 1.350 children under 
five die every month in Iraq 
compared with 713 before the 
• crisis. 

Overall the infant mortality 
rate has gone up from 25 per 
1.000 to 124 per 1.000. and the 
maternal fatality rate has gone up 
four-fold, he added. 

Malnutrition among the entire 
population is another problem. 
Dr. Mubarak said, adding that 47 
per cent of all new-boms are 
underweight — less than 2.5 
kilogrammes at birth — com- 
pared with 17 per cent prior to 
the imposition of sanctions. 

According to the minister, “in 
the best situation, an Iraqi adult 


is getting 1.800 calories per day. 
compared wiTh the acceptable 
minimum of 3.000 calories.'* 

Government-subsidised food 
and the abundance of calorie-rich 
dates has helped the Iraqi people 
to survive in the face of shor- 
tages. he said. But, overall 
nutrition-related cases have gone 
up to 47 per cent from two per 
cent, according to the minister. 

Dr. Mubarak, who has been 
working with the Iraqi health 
system since 1967 after graduat- 
ing from an American university, 
also reported seeing a large num- 
ber of “kwashiorkor" and other 
malnutrition cases compared with 
just three before the Gulf crisis. 

The minister assailed the inter- 
national community for what he 
described as indifference. He 
noted that Iraq had not received 
shipments for orders worth $20 
million for medicines and sup- 
plies placed in January and 
February 1990. several months 
before the crisis. 

The shipments were apparently 
blocked as a result of sanctions, 
which also froze Iraqi assets 
abroad. 

The countries on whom the 
medicine orders were placed in- 
clude the U.S.. France. Italy. 
Germany, Bulgaria. Poland. 
Japan, Canada and Sweden, he 
said, noting: “These countries are 
ardent advocates of human rights 
and freedoms.’’ 


Taiwan, the Republic of Korea 
and Sudan. 

While some human rights activ- 
ists in Jordan said that a Jorda- 
nian approach 10 human rights in 
the country has to be fully studied 
and researched before an interna- 
tional dimension, such as last 
week's round table, takes place, 
organisers indicated that the 
objective of the meeting was not 
aimed at discussing human rights 
violations, but to work out a 
formula to strengthen the com- 
mitment to the universality of 
human rights issues and ensure its 
application. 

“There were many issues that 
had to be addressed such as 
women's concerns for example,” 
said Sarah Foulds of the Human 
Rights Policy Office in the United 
Kingdom. 

“However, we came with a 
for/ner knowledge of human 
rights violations and we were 
using them in our heads without 
discussing them.” added the. Brit- 
ish attorney. 

According to Ms. Hauser- 
mann. wide participation by all 
parties and meetings at high 


levels have to be reached to 
achieve progress in human rights 
status. 

“It is a slow and continuous 
process,” she said, “We have no 
guarantee that it will happen 
(that governments abide by hu- 
man rights standards and regula- 
tions), but we hope it will." 

The final draft of recommenda- 
tions, to be submitted to the 
World Conference on Human 
Rights in Vienna, emphasised the 
principle of the universality of 
human rights whereby every per- 
son is seen as unique and all 
people live in an inter-dependent 
world. 

The discussions were set in the 
context of the need to address the 
economic inequalities between 
and within states. 

Specific recommendations on 
universality, considered by parti- 
cipant$.and organisers as the ma- 
jor achievement of the meeting, 
follow: 

The world conference recom- 
mends that the principle of the 
universality of human rights be 
understood to indude that : 

— All people, including the 


marginalised, excluded and dis- 
advantaged. are bearers of hu- 
man rights. 

— The principle of universality 
requires recognition that indige- 
nous peoples are members of the 
human family in every sense. 

— International human rights 
codes should reflect the totality of 
the human experience. 

— The universality of human 
rights requires respect for the 
diversity of faiths and cultures. 

— Human rights are inter- 
related and indivisible and their 
universality requires that equal 
importance be gjven to economic, 
social and cultural rights on the 
one hand, and dvil and political 
rights on the other, as expressed 
in the U.N covenants. 

— The universality of human 
rights requires that every state 
throughout the world recognise, 
protect, respect and promote in- 
ternationally recognised human * 
rights standards, whatever the 
state's level of economic or poli- 
tical development, whilst not im- 
posing on states any spedfic poli- 
tical. legal, social or cultural 
model. 


Meeting focuses on human resources 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Human re- 
sources development will be re- 
viewed at a three-day symposium 
to open today in Amman under 
the Patronage of His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent. 

Organised by the Amman- 
based Arab Thought Forum 
(ATF) in cooperation with the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), the meet- 
ing is expected to discuss man- 
power development in the Arab 
World, a pan-Arab strategy for 
human resources development. 


according to a statement by the 
ATF. 

It said that the question of 
trade among Arab states and the 
presence of Arab goods in inter- 
national markets will be discussed 
by the partidpants representing a 
group of Arab offidals and 
dedsion-makers. the UNDP, the 
Arab League and Arab regional 
and Islamic, as well as interna- 
tional organisations. 

A report on inter-Arab trade 
prepared by the UNDP will also 
be reviewed, the ATF statement 
said. 


The report deals with trade 
facilities, development of the pri- 
vate sectors, trade polities of 
Arab states and integration in 
pan-Arab trade. 

Also opening Saturday in Am- 
man is the 11th Culrural Season 
organised by the Jordan 
Academy of Arabic with the par- 
ticipation of intellectuals and wri- 
ters from Arab and Islamic coun- 
tries. 

The cultural season will offer 
discussions on a wide range of 
topics related to the Arabic lan- 
guage. 
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ARAB BANK 

Announces the opening of a 

new office at 

Wadi Musa 

■ 

Banking services start 
on Saturday 10 April 1993 


Arab Bank, 

Wadi Musa Office, 

P O Box 135 - Ma'an 
Tel 03-83802, 03-83803 

Fax 03-83804 

■ 

ARAB BANK 

GENERAL MANAGEMENT 
SHMEJSANI - AMMAN 

P.O.BOX 95054*6. TELEPHONE:660115. 660131 
TELEX: 23091 ARABNK JO. FAX: 606793 
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Space for more 


By G.H. Jansen 


NEWS REPORTS emerging from Washington and Tunis 
asserting that the peace talks would be held on schedule in 
Washington r.n April 20 are good news. The recent flurry of 
diplomatic activities in Washington involving senior Amer- 
ican officials and their Egyptian and Palestinian counter- 
parts appear at last to have paid on*. U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State Edward Djerejian, in a satellite interview 
with Arab journalists Thursday, did not provide all the 
details of the deal that has apparently reached; but his 
assertion that “a significant package of statement, gestures 
and actions has been elaborated** and would help the talks 
to resume on schedule is most encouraging. If reports are 
true that the U.S. is pressming Israel to put Jerusalem 
indirectly on the agenda of the bilateral talks through the 
inclusion of Jerusalemites on the Palestinian delegation, 
then that would be a significant “gesture** on behalf of both 
Americans and Israelis. The Palestinians, however, and the 
rest of the Arabs would like that gesture to be translated into 
concrete action by the U.S.. the main co-sponsor of the 
talks, declaring a clear position on both its interpretation on 
the applicability of U.N. Security Council Resolutions 242 
and 338 to the occupied West Bank and Gaza and Jerusalem 
itself as being also occupied. The U.S. needs to translate its 
general statements into concrete action, especially its 
declaration that it wants to play the role of “full partner” in 
the peace negotiations. Had the previous administration of 
President George Bush adopted such a policy of active 
involvement in the past 1 7 months, the talks would by now 
haw produced tangible results that, would have spared, both 
Israelis and Palestinians the recent surge of violence and 
counter violence and might have saved the lives of so many 
innocent victims on both sides. The U.S. needs- to convince 
(he Israeli prime minister, Yitzhak Rabin, that he should 
abandon his quest Tor a separate deal with Syria that would 
leave the Palestinians and their problem unattended to. 
President Hosni Mubarak has already told President Bill 
Clinton that the Syrian leader. Hafez AI Assad, is not willing 
to sign peace with the Israelis before the Palestinian question 
is fully resolved. Nor is anyone else among the Arabs 
expected to do so. Furthermore, it is in the interest of Israel 
itself to settle its bloody conflict with the Palestinians. The 
Israeli people themselves, coming under a sense of insecurity 
and fear, have already been subjected to the way the 
Palestinians feel and read to the prolonged Israeli occupa- 
tion. 

It is not enough for the I'.S. administration to condemn 
violence on both sides nor to ask for restraint, two calks that 
can only full on deaf ears. Washington needs to take 
concrete action to force Israel to respect Palestinian human 
rights and to stop the Israelis from pushing the Palestinians 
into more despair. So far (he Clinton administration 
deserves some marks for strongly committing itself to the 
peace process and for vigorously pursuing it. Hut it needs to 
do more. In fact ail the parlies need to tlo that. 
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SOME MUSLIM governments of 

the East have declared war on 
political or politicised Islam be- 
cause in some cases political 
Islam has declared war on Muslim 
governments, as events in Egypt 
and Algeria during the past few 
months and especially the last few 
weeks, have made amply clear. 

This is a war the governments 
cannot win. in the short term, 
because it is a war the Islamists 
cannot lose, except in the long 
term. 

The latest, clearest evidence of 
the state of war came on March 
in when the Egyptian security 
forces attacked Islamic targets in 
eight widely separated locations 
and killed 20 persons. The Egyp- 
tian government makes no bones 
about it: it has announced offi- 
cially that it is no longer, passive- 
ly. trying to “contain" what it calls 
the “fundamentalists" but 
that it will, positively, counter rhe 
“fundamentalist threat" and that 
means either by physical elimina- 
tion or mass imprisonment. 

In the last year 100 people have 
been killed in Egypt in the course 
of this Islamic civil, war that is 
being waged in several Middle 
Eastern countries: the figure for 
Algeria is probably around 1 .000 
dead. And on March 21 . when 1 1 
activists were sentenced to death, 
the Algerian ministry of the in- 
terior announced that no clemen- 
cy would be shown to “terror- 
ists." 

A check-list of these countries 
shows that the Islamists have won 
in two countries where they are 
now the government: Iran and 
Sudan in one country; Algeria, 
where they were rebuffed, in 
Jordan, where they were outman- 
oeuvred. to a lesser extent in 
Morocco and in three or four 
others where the struggle is in full 
swing and the outcome as yet 
uncertain, like Egypt. Saudi Ara- 
bia and Tunisia. 

The cardinal factor in this war 
is the power of Islam As the 
youngest of the universal faiths. 
Islam is very much a living faith 
sustained by the day-to-day devo- 
tion of the one billion members of 
the Umma. Pitted against that 
massive solid fact, the antagon- 
ism of individual Muslim govern- 
ments seems merely pathetic. 
Which is why the Egyptian gov- 


ernment. and President Hosni 
Mubarak personally, is trying to 
widen the base of the struggle by 
saying, along with Israel and the 
U.S., that “Islamic terrorism" is 
a worldwide phenomenon. 

Because of the centrality of 
Islam in the private and public 
life of the Umma it is very diffi- 
cult for the average Muslim to say 
that he or she does not want to 
see established, and live in, an 
Islamic state, however- much the 
modernised Muslim may actually 
disapprove of the anachronistic 
aspects of Sharia law which 
almost all present day Islamists 
see. incorrectly, as an inescapable 
part of an Islamic state. 

Apart from this religious 
reason for the enduring strength 
of political Islam, there are also 
secular reasons for its vitality. In 
the Middle East at' least there is 
the provocation and challenge of 
the presence of Israel and its 
occupation of the Muslim holy 
places in Jerusalem. The failure 
of the Muslim states, individually 
and collectively, to even contain 
the Jewish state lays them wide 
open to harsh penetrating critic- 
ism from the Islamists. More 
recently, Israel has set itself up as 
an enemy of Islam by proclaiming 
that it would be a bulwark against 
the new international threat of 
“pan-Islam ic terrorism*' as the 
replacement of the communist 
threat. 

There are secular economic 
reasons too. It would not be too 
much of an exaggeration to say 
that if there were not mass edu- 
cated unemployment in countries 
like Algeria. Tunisia. Egypt and 
Jordan there would be no such 
thing as “Islamic fundamental- 
ism.'' All the Muslim countries at 
war with Islam are those that 
have conspicuously failed to solve 
their social and economic ills, a 
situation of which the Islamists 
take advantage by setting up their 
own welfare programmes for 
.health, education, housing and 
even employment. 

Apart from what may be called 
“administrative reasons.' 1 such as 
corruption and inefficiency, the 
principal “political reason" for 
the success of the Islamists is 
democratic indifference and the 
failure of the secular and liberal 
parties to get their members to 


vote in elections. In elections, 
first in Jordan and then in Alger- 
ia, Islamic parties did surprisingly 
well; and the surprise was be- 
cause they won by default — not 
so much because of their own 
intrinsic strength but because of 
the absenteeism of the followers 
of other parties. And this was all 
the more shameful because the 
dereliction of the democratic 
duty to vote was, in both coun- 
tries. due either to blasd boredom 
or to disbelief in the power of the 
ballot box. Happily, having been 
given a good fright, the secular- 
ists should not be indifferent any 
more and this new determination 
to participate could be reinforced 
by making voting compulsory, as 
in Cyprus and Australia. Indeed, 
in Algeria, the secularists have 
taken the offensive and have 
organised large, anti-Islamist de- 
monstrations in the streets. 

Despite the broad popular base 
of the “fundamentalist move- 
ment," it could only come to 
power if it wins over the armed 
forces. Islam prevailed in Iran 
and the Sudan only after the 
Islamists won over the hearts and 
minds of the men with the guns. 
The Algerian government tried, 
at the eleventh hour, to frustrate 
an Islamic takeover through the 
ballot box only because it re- 
tained its control of the army and. 
partly, of the police. 

The favourite tactic of Muslim 
governments against the “fun- 
damentalists" has been one of 
captation ; by seeming to favour 
or even adopt moderate Islamists 
and then using them against the 
“extremists.” either Islamic or 
leftist. The fear of communism 
has. indirectly, greatly helped 
militant Islam because it led the 
governments to half-open the 
door to what they saw as a lesser 
evil. 

For a long while the Jordanian 
government made the same mis- 
take but then changed to a more 
sophisticated tactic. It let the 
Muslim Brotherhood take power 
through an election, confident 
that its strict, narrow fun- 
damentalist programme did not 
have the answers to the problems 
of a modem state. After quite a 
short time, the Brotherhood 
ministers gladly left the Cabinet 
because they bad mot- only -lost 


popularity through incompetence 
and inexperience but had become 
laughable. But Jordan is perhaps 
unique: it could afford to take 
risks with a fundamentalist move- 
ment because the state has cer- 
tain fixed parameters that ensure 
its continuity — the monarchy, 
that is His Majesty King Hussein, 
and the army. 

In a recently published book, 
“The Islamic Threat: Myth or 
Reality" by John Esposito, the 
author, a well-known scholar of 
Islam, criticises the handling of 
the Islamic parties by Muslim 
governments because, he says, 
none of them “seems willing to 
provide them (the Islamists) with 
the opportunity to discredit them- 
selves." Jordan provided that 
"opportunity." 

Today, with the current failure 
in die Middle East and in parts of 
the Third World of both secular 
nationalists and of the left, it- 
would seem obvious that political 
Islam is the wave of the future — 
at least in the short and medium 
terms. But as the check list 
shows. Islam is not doing all that 
well, and largely because of its 
own mistakes, one of which is to 
ding to the Sharia. It can be 
rebuffed, as in Jordan, by a com- 
bination of democracy and social 
and economic reform. But that is 
a lot to ask of "soft states" like 
Egypt, facing apparently insolu- 
ble economic problems. like 
overpopulation which political 
Islam exacerbates by discourag- 
ing birth control. 

The prospect before the Isla- 
mic World would seen to be this: 
In the short to medium term, 
corrupt and inept Muslim govern- 
ments will not prevail against the 
organised, dedicated supporters 
of politicised militant Islam.' But 
once those come to power, their 
incompetence and ineptitude will 
become apparent and they could 
even be corrupted by power and 
pelf (as in the case of Iran) and 
this, in the longer term, could 
lead to a rejection of militant 
Islam. 

The writer is a Cyprus-based 
journalist specialising in Middle 
Eastern and Islamic affairs. He 
contributed the article to the Jor- 
dan Times. ... 
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THE WEEK IN PRINT 




Arabs should end side differences and 

reach a common ground for cooperation 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


THE LOCAL press last week 
gave due prominence to the 
pan-Arah meetings, underway 
m Amman, the ongoing mea- 
sures in the occupied Arab 
lands und to a host of domestic 
issues. 

Linder the title “Welcome to 
Amman." :i columnist in Al 
Ra'i daily wished the Arab 
labour ministers success in 
their endeavour, but he urged 
them to consider the pan-Arab 
and national dimension which, 
he said, should override all 
other considerations. 

Abdul Rahim Omar said 
that attention should he given 
to the Arab workers who were 
dmen out of their jobs and 
place of living in Kuwait and 
the other Gulf countries due to 
the Gulf crisis. He also called 
on the Arab ministers to give 
due attention to the Arab 
workers under Israeli occupa- 
tion and come out with a for- 
mula to provide them with 
material and moral support. 

Another columnist in Al 
Ra'i daily urged the Arab 
ministers to help their respec- 
tive countries end their side 
differences und reach common 
ground for cooperation. 

Mahmoud Rimawi said that 
the Arab ministers are called 
on to discuss a formula that 
would ensure the free flow of 
Arab workers from one coun- 
try* to another without any poli- 
tical considerations. While Jor- 
dan is opening its doors to 
Arab workers from other Arab 
countries, he said, we sec most 
Arab states closing their doors 
to the Jordanian workers due 
to political differences with this 
country. 

Sullan Hatlab. anothe** Al 
Ra'i columnist, referred to His 
Majesty King Hussein's appeal 
to the Arab countries to rise 
above their differences and 
embark un meaningful collec- 
tive work benefitling their na- 
tion. 

Th« writer said that the 
Arab labour ministers are cal- 
led on to help patch differences 
among (heir countries, caused 
hv the Gulf crisis, so that they 
cun dedicate their efforts to 
dealing with the common chal- 
lenges ahead 

Ahmad Dabbas. a writer in 
Sawt Al Shaah. echoed the 
views concerning the need to 
ensure tlie tree government of 
workeis. but noted that this 
decision is in (he hands of the 


Arab ministers of labour who 
are meeting in Amman. 

The writer said that the 
Arab ministers are urged to 
find a solution to the plight of 
the Jordanians, the Palesti- 
nians. the Iraqis and the 
Sudanese who lost their means 
of living as a result of the Gulf 
crisis. 

Under the title of "The ugly 
American bias towards Israel". 
Al Dustour daily bitterly criti- 
cised the recent statements of 
U-S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher before Congress in 
which he reaffirmed Washing- 
ton's total backing of Israel. 

The U.S. secretary did not 
suffice himself with pledges for 
continued annual aid ro Israel, 
reaching up to S3 billion, he 
also reaffirmed his country's 
support for the Jewish state ro 
settle the immigrants on occu- 
pied Arab land, noted the dai- 

•y- 

Accusing. Mr. Christopher 
of opening a U.S. confronta- 
tion with the Arab World. 
Mahmoud Rimawi. a col- 
umnist in Al Ra'i said, that the 
U.S. Secretary has disregarded 
the ongoing peace process, the 
interna lonal rules and the in- 
ternational legitimacy and in- 
stead decided to reaffirm his 
country's backing for Israel’s 
inhuman practices. 

The writer, said the state- 
ment. gave rise to astonish- 
ment because the United 
States has no interest in being 
hostile to the Arab and Islamic 
worlds. 

Dwelling on the same topic. 
Sawt Al Shaah daily criticised 
the U.S. administration for in- 
sisting that the Arabs resume 
their peace talks with Israel but 
without the implementation of 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 7<J9 on the repatriation of 
the expellees. This insistance 
has created great anxiety 
among the Palestinians and the 
Arab panics to the talks in 
general and prompted the 
Palestinian people to voice 
their rejection of the peace 
process, said the paper. 

Saleh Al Oallab. a columnist 
in Al Dustour, strongly attack- 
ed the Arab -countries which 
have remained passive as to 
the Israeli inhuman practices 
against the Palestinian people. 

The Israelis are committing 
massacres in the occupied 
lands, hut the cries of children 
and bereaved women do not 


reach the ears of the Arab 
countries that continue to re- 
main passive, said the writer. 
The writer said that the nega- 
tive attitude on the part of the 
Arab World clearly indicates 
that the Arab regimes are 
being silenced by an upper 
hand or perhaps they have 
reached a state of total despair 
and are washing their hands of 
the Palestinians. 

Parliamentary election laws 
and Parliament’s performance 
were the main domestic topics 
tackled by the local writers- 

I am not one of those enthu- 
siasts who support the present 
election law because I call for 
amendments, said Taher Al 
Udwan. a columnist in Al Dus- 
tour. The present law allows 
refugee camps and whole vil- 
lages to vote, but does not give 
due representation to them in 
Parliament, he stressed. 

He noted also the present 
election law allows the success 
of a group of candidates, affili- 
ated to a single prominent 
candidate, running together as 
one block despite the fact that 
many of those in the bloc are 
unknown tc the electorate. 

The writer called for im- 
mediate amendments to the 
law in such a manner that 
would give impetus to the 
democratisation process. 

A columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab said the Lower House of 
Parliament, which ended its 
active meetings at the end of 
last month, ought to have pas- 
sed important decisions that 
should not have been left to 
the Executive authority to 
handle. 

Abdul Majid Nuseir said 
that Parliament should have 
reaffirmed the following condi- 
tions to ensure successful par- 
liamentary elections this year. 
These are: allowing minorities 
to retain a number of seats, in 
the House, proportionate to 
their number, taking into con- 
sideration bedouin, urban and 
rural areas and fixing a number 
of candidates to be voted for in 
each constituency. 

Salameh Ekour, a columnist 
in Sawt Al Shaab, said that any 
move on the part of the gov- 
ernment to issue an amend- 
ment to the election law would 
not be unconstitutional as was 
claimed by some. Any amend- 
ment aimed at ensuring justice 
and equality for the electorate 
is bound to serve the national 


interest, said the writer. Tem- 
porary laws to be issued by die 
government in the absence of 
Parliament ought, however, to 
be submitted to the deputies 
for approval once the new 
House has been elected, he 
demanded. 

Saleh AI Qailab, a columnist 
in Al Dustour. said that the 
outgoing House of Repre- 
sentatives did its share in 
pointing to a government mis- 
management, corruption and 
other issues of public interest 
and for this it must be com- 
mended. 

In a space of four years this 
Parliament could not be ex- 
pected to do everything and 
tackle the problems that have 
been plaguing the country for 
ages, the writer said. One 
should be fair to the deputies 
and acknowledge their 
achievements in a number of 
fields despite tbeir failure to 
handle serious questions, he 
added 

Abdulla AI Khatib. a col- 
umnist in Al dustour, said that 
it is not only the ministers who 
are to be considered responsi- 
ble for the appointment of 
relatives and acquaintances in 
government offices. Nepotism 
and disregard of regulations in 
appointing people to govern- 
ment offices is the responsibil- 
ity of the whole society, not 
only that of ministers and their 
officials, said the writer. 

A minister is part of this 
society and comes under press- 
ures like any other member of 
it. and therefore, any regula- 
tion to be introduced by Parlia- 
ment should be able to help the 
country to check and prevent 
any tampering with regulations 
and prevent mismanagement 
before it occurs. 

Mohammad Subeiht. a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour. said that 
every day we hear officials and 
even academic lecturers assur- 
ing the public that Jordan is 
not facing organised crane, bat 
the country continues to wit- 
ness different forms of crime 
often with criminals resorting 
to new- techniques. 

The writer said “we should 
not act like an ostrich, burying 
our heads in the sand to make 
believe that crime .does not 
exist, but ought to admit that 
criminal activities are growing 
with the growth of population 
and difficult social and econo- 
mic difficulties. 



Letter from the U.N. 

Semantics 
of morality 


By Waleed Sadi 


THE MEMBERS of the Un- 
ited Nations Human Rights 
Committee (HRC) battled 
endlessly last week over the 
meaning and purview of “mor- 
als’* and "morality" as appear- 
ing in Article 18 of the Interna- 
tional Covenant and Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR). Pa- 
ragraph 3 of Article 18 reads as 
follows: “Freedom to manifest 
one’s religion or beliefs may be 
subject only to such limitations 
as are prescribed hy law and 
are necessary to protect public 
safely, order, health, morals, 
etc." 

The controversy over the 
word "morals" stemmed from 
the issue of what constitutes 
"morals" anyway and whether 
any such morals need to be 
based on one basic religion or 
belief. In attempting a daring 
construction of the word “mor- 
als" within the context of the 
covenant, some members of 
the committee suggested that 
whatever the word means, it 
“should not rely exclusively on 
criteria based on a single reli- 
gion belief." What to do with states 
belief." What to do with states 
which have a state religion and 
bow to deal with this issue in 
the context of one religion 
which is dominant in any par- 
ticular country drew much de- 
bate. 

The discussions got even 
bogged down over the differ- 
ence, if any, between "morals" 
and "morality,” when some 
experts raised doubts about the 
wisdom of using the two weirds 
interchangeably. But this 
semantic problem was replaced 
at last when the committee 
found a preliminary comprom- 
ise which proposed that “mor- 
als" within the context of the 
.covenant Is a secular concept 
that is derived from many so- 
cial, philosophical and reli- 
gious traditions. 

. * ■ ' 

Consequently,- it was. sug- 
gested that limitations on the 
freedom to manifest a religion 
or belief for the purposes of 
protecting "morals" must not 
in any case be based on one 
single tradition not matter how 
the phenomenon is inter- 
preted. This idea drew critic- 
ism from some members who 
criticised the mere mention of 
morality as essentially a secular 
concept and suggested instead 
that, if anything, it is both 
sectarian and secular. 

At the end of the heated 
deliberations, it was decided to 
drop the reference to both 
terms in favour of a neutral 
one that simply stipulated that 
morals derive from many reli- 
gions, philosophies and social 
systems. But the provision that 
morals cannot depend on one 
particular tradition or religion 
or social system was retained. 
This ruling was essentially a 
setback to states which have 
either a state religion or one 
dominant religion. 

i 

Still attempts by some com- 
mittee members from religious 
societies to raise doubts about 
the functionality of this ruling 
were brushed aside on the 
strength of the argument that 
the covenant docs not allow for 
the superiority of one religion 


over another even when there 
is a state religion as such. This 
controversial issue of slate reli- 
gions will be further debated 
when the committee takes up 
the matter separately. 

There is already on the table 
of the HRC a text that goes 
along the following lines: 'The 
establishemnt of a state reli- 
gion does not contravene 
either the freedom of religion 
or the prohibition of disen-j 
mination on the basis of reli- 1 
gion or belief.” There are 
strong voices in the U.N. hu- 
man rights body, however, 
who wish to kill this interpreta- 
tion of the ICCPR even though 
there is a qualifying clause 
attached to it that states that 
“certain measures affecting the 
adherents of non-established 
religions or atheists, such as 
measures restricting eligibility 
for government service to 
members of an established or 
recognised religion, giving eco- 
nomic privileges to the latter or 
imposing special restrictions on 
the practice of other faiths, are 
not in accordance with the 
prohibition of discrimination 
based on religion or belief." 

The debate over this com- 
plex issue is expected to 
dominate the deliberations of 
the HRC committee for the 
rest of its spring session. In this 
vein, there is nevertheless 
agreement between the propo- 
nents and the objectors to the 
principle that state religions do 
not violate the covenant under 
consideration that state parties 
to the ICCPR are duty-bound 
to report on ‘.‘measures taken 
by state parties with a state 
religion to protea the practices 
of other religions or beliefs 
from impermissible infringe- 
ment and to protect their adhe- 
rents from discrimination." 

Similarly, information with re- 
spect to rights of minority reli- 
A '^gions is’ also .called fqr by the 
“committee* in ■cmddr for it 3£&ss 
the extent to which freedom of 
thought, conscience, religion 
and belief has been im- 
plemented by state parties. 

There are other subjects for 
the human rights experts to 
dear up in the course of the ^ 
remaining days of the session ' 
which are also connected with 
freedom of religion. The topic 
of official ideology and the 
thorny subject of conscientious 
objections are also on the 
agenda of the HRC. These two 
items are also expected to draw 
fire from several prominent 
members of the human rights 
tribunal, especially with regard 
to official ideology where there 
is considerable disagreement 
among members on whether 
such an issue calls for a specific 
interpretation by the HRC. 

Conscientious objection is less 
controversial in view of the 
widespread sympathy for con- 
scientious objectors who refuse 
to bear arms because of their 
religious beliefs and is ex- 
pected therefore to receive a favour- 
able consideration. 

The writer is on the editorial 
staff of the Jordan Times and a 
member of the U.N. Human 
Rights Committee. 


LETTERS 


Dedication 


To the Editor: 

WE are a group of Italian tourists who have visited your country 
recently with a tour organised by Rallo Viaggi and we must say 
that Jordan is a very fascinating country y 

Before leaving we felt a natural, almost obliging impulse to 

asjsu’ssr - * of ihe guide in 

humbleness and incompam- 

S! 2“ and beauty of the countiy as well as 

the great historical testimony of Jordan. 

We will remember Mr. Saleh not only for his cultural 
knowledge but also for his sensibility which, we believe is a 

““ “To read the andems'on’esfor 
y oni > • ">ust, but a research and 
Swrahonsr tas 5aved for ,he «ke Of the future 

a statement implies not only professionalism but poetry as 
Thank you Mohammed. Thank you Jordan. 

Signed by 26 Italian Rallo tourists 
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U.S. said to be pressing Israel 


lty 


(Cwktfamed from page 1) 

Husseini has met, probably 
more than once, with Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, since last December. 

“We read in the Israeli press 
suggestions that they are ready 
% to sit with me, a Jerusalem 
native, at the negotiating 
table," Mr. Husseini told Reu- 
ters in Tunis where he was 
” attending a PLO meeting. 

'*■ aw""* dT : The Israeli official quoted by 

! n vrv ltCc lakT ■ ' t * ,e ** ost denied receiving any 
P-irjfji. fc . c ofgQjj request for the indu- 
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sion of Palestinian Jerusale- 
mites in the negotiating team. 

The Israeli government has 
constantly refused to talk to 
Jerusalem Palestinians lest that 
be seen a concession on the 
status of Jerusalem that Israel 
de c lared its “undivided capit- 
al” after the 1967 war. The 

Palestinians have been press- 
.J ing the U.S. to take a stand on 
' the issue and declare that Jeru- 
salem was pan of the temtor- 
_ ies occupied in 1967 and like- 
. wise must be vacated by the 
occupying Israelis. 

Mr. Raafat told the Jordan 
Times this week that a package 
of U.S. assurances and Israeli 
concessions wonld be unveiled 
simultaneously with a “yes" 
from the Palestinian nego- 
. tiarors to return to the peace 
. talks a few days before round 
nine is to begin April 20. 

U.S. government spokesper- 
. son and the Israeli government 
have said on a number of 
occasions that no concessions 
towards the Palestinians would 
be forthcoming until they 
agree publicly to return to the 
talks. On the other hand 
Palestinians have insisted that 
they cannot return to the talks 
without concessions, which 
they say they need in order to 
get the backing from their con- 


stituencies in the occupied ter- 
ritories. 

“We cannot go back with 
empty hands,’ 1 Palestinian 
negotiator Ghassan A1 Khatib 
told the Jordan Times after a 
trip to Washington and Tunis 
for talks with American and 
Palestinian officials. 

“We are held accountable by 
the people we represent and 
they say don’t go before, you 
get guarantees from the U.5. 
and the Israelis and that’s what 
we intend to do,” Mr. Khatib 
added. 

Palestinian negotiators say 
they will not jeopardise their 
credibility at home, and the 
Arab and international scenes 
except in a guaranteed pack- 
aged formula. 

“The idea is to announce our 
intendon to go to the talks on 

the same day that the Israelis 
and Americans announce their 
steps towards us,” said. Mr. 
Raafat. 

Written statement would be 
handed to the Americans be- 
fore 'April 16 meeting of the 
four Arab countries participat- 
ing in the bi-lateral talks and 
announced shortly afterwards, 
Palestinian officials say. 

Israeli and American offi- 
cials have not confirmed this 
report. 

“The March 28-29 meeting 
of foreign ministers of Jordan, 
Syria. Lebanon and the PLO in 
Damascus made the differ- 
ence.” Mr. Khatib said. 

"The U.S. administration 
realised that some of our re- 
quests, which are all based on 
the terms of reference or inter- 
national law, would have to be 
addressed so that we would 
come to the talks and so that 
all the Arab parties would 
come to the talks,” said Mr. 
Khatib during a brief stop-over 
in Amman from Tunis. 


Djerejian reports compromise package 


(Continued from page 1) 

■ The U.S., “together with our Rus- 
.sian co-sponsors, is prepared to pay 
-the role of a full partner in the talks, 
lo act as an honest broker and facilita- 
tor. not an arbiter," -he said. — 

The U.S. official decried the con- 
tinning “violence and killings on both 
sides” in the Israeli-occupied territor- 
ies saying it could undermine the 
peace process. He said the possibility 
.-of a unilateral Israji withdrawal from 


differences, to exchange ideas, to 
help produce momentum at key 
points in the talks.” 

"I can say that in terms of the 
Arab-Israeli peace process, the 
Palestinian issue, the whole approach 
toward achieving -an Arab- Israeli 
peace settlement that is just, real, and 
durable, based on 242 and 338 and all 
the principles associated with those 
resolutions, that there is continuity 
between the two administrations. 
President Clinton nude this clear at 
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' 'talks in Washington. , r 

Mr. Djerejian, however, offered an 
‘ '' insight into American thinking on 

■ -Resolution 242. which calls for Israeli 
withdrawal from the occupied terri- 
tories in return for peace with the 

.Arabs. 

Rejecting as “false,” the analogy 
‘ "between Security Council resolution 
£>242 and 799. which demands an im- 
\ : 'mediate Israeli repatriation of the 

- ••Palestinians expelled in December. 
\ ^Mr. Djerejian said. 

• - “Quite frankly. I will be delighted 
) /if... I could sit here and say that I am 

confident that 242 and 338 will be 
\ ‘'fully implemented by the end of the 
'-year.” 

‘ ’’ Following are some of the key 

• • comments Mr. Djerejian made dur- 
i „ ing the interview: 

• - “After the extensive efforts that we 
.have made with the Israelis and .the 

Palestinians, we have worked out a 
‘ 'comprehensive package on the depor- 

• 'tee issue that ends up with the full 
\ " realisation and Tul! implementation of 

• -799. 

I 

■ “According to the arrangements 
I * that have been worked out between 

• the United States. Israel, and the 
I ‘ Palestinians, all the deportees — all 
i - the depones — will be returned, and 
j " that there is a schedule whereby, right 
i -up front, if they wanted to come 
; - back. 101 can return now. They could 

have returned many weeks ago if they 
! so wished to. but have refused to. and 
that there is a process that the Israelis 
| have put in place that can have more 
deportees returned. 

"Now. the arrangements that weVe 
worked out are fully consistent with 
799. and the Israeli government itself 
has said that the understandings that 
1 — Israel has worked out with the United 
States are consistent with the princi- 

- pie of 799. The analogy with 242/338. 
f find, is a curious one, because at the 
end of this year, even if nothing else 
happened, at the end of this year, all 

- • — all — of the deportees will be able 

to return, which, obviously, is the 
whole thrust of 799. Queit frankly. I 
would be very delighted if 242 — 1 
could sit here and say that I am 
confident that 242 and 338 will be 
fully implemented by the end of this 
year." 

"We da not see ourselves as some 
sort of judge that renders decisions 
that the parties must follow. That is 
not our role, because, again, the 
heart of the Madrid peace process is 
direct, face-to-face negotiations be- 
tween the parties. 

"But we see ourselves as playing 
and capable of playing a very impor- 
tant role as an intermediary and 
facilitator and honest broker to help 
1 the parlies narrow their substantive 


Stiles in terms 'of its foreign :policy' 
and that there will be continuity on 
certain very important issues that 
reflect these interests. 

“The time has come for decision 
making. The time has come to not 
lose more lime, and you who live in 
the region know better than we that 
in the absence of forward movement 
on the Arab-Israeli peace process, the 
situation doesn't stand still, the situa- 
tion gets worse, and I think to avoid 
the continuation of violence and kill- 
ings and suffering in the region that 
we have witnessed in recent weeks 
that the leadership on all sides should 
definitely now commit themselves to 
resuming the talks, because it is our 
analysis that at the end of the day the 
only’ viable way out of the suffering 
that we are witnessing in the region 
today is to make progress on and 
achieve a peace settlement.'' 

"... the Madrid process has two 
phases in this track, in the Palestinian 
track — that is an interim arrange- 
ment. transitional arrangement, and 
then once those arrangements are in 
place, beginning the third year, final 
status negotiations based on 242 and 
338 on the Israel i-Palestinian track. 

“We feel that very tangible prog- 
ress can be made toward the — in the 
Palestinian track on obtaining self- 
government and these interim 
arrangements, and this would be a 
very important step toward the final 
status negotiations. And. again, we 
have a sense of urgency that we hope 
is shared by the parties directly in- 
volved. The parties tell us that they 
share this sense or urgency to get on 
with it in order to gel these interim 
self-government arrangements in 
place.” 

“Progress on such arrangements 
and self-government will be a major 
step, we think, toward the improving 
the situation in the occupied territor- 
ies and thereby giving a major im- 
petus to preparing for final status' 
negotiations." 

“We had very significant discus- 
sions with (Israeli) Prime Minister 
(Yitzhak) Rabin when he was here 
recently to meet with President Clin- 
ton. and it was very dear to the 
president, to the secretary of state in 
our extensive discussions with the 
Israeli prime minister that he has a 
very strong commitment to achieving 
reai peace and his commitment is 
also. I think, reasserted by his sense 
(hat where is an historic opportunity 
now to achieve an Arab-Israeli peace 
settlement. He also has the view that 
1993 is a very important year — 
indeed, a year there this opportunity 
can be realised, where significant can 
be made toward an Arab-Israeli 
peace settlement.” 
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Hisham International Tours 

“THE NAME THAT MEANS QUALITY 


Specialists in 
Outgoing Tours & Hotel 
l Reservations all - year 
Round In luxury & 
leading International 
hotels in Turkey. Cyprus 
& Egypt 


Join our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 
* Istanbul ' $800 B/B- 

☆ Antalya & Turkish 
Reviera $800 BIB 

☆ Cyprus $750 B/B 


* All in 5 star I NT KTLS 

Our moderate prices make sense for leisure & 

business travellers 
Tel.: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 



Peres: Deal is ‘in the air* 


(Continued from page 1) 

proposed new members of the 
team were Palestinian spokes- 
woman Han an Asbrawi, Sari 
Nosseibeb and Zahira Kamal, 
who are Jerusalem- bom. 

At a Washington briefing for 
reporters, a senior U.S. official 
said Palestinians have been told 
what new gestures they can ex- 
pect from Israel if they first agree 
to resume peace talks. 

“I can tell you one tiling for 
sure and that is nothing will hap- 
pen if they don't accept (the 
invitation). If they do accept... 
some good things will happen, 
but I’m not going to try to define 
here what those good things 
are... (the Palestinians) know 
what they are,” the official said. 

As for Mr. Husseini, the offi- 
cial said it was clear from U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher’s first meeting with Palesti- 
nians on a trip ro the Middle Hast 
in February that Mr. Husseini 
was the Palestinian delegation's 
leader. 

Mr. Christopher found Mr. 
Husseini to be “very well in- 
formed... tough and assertive but 


nevertheless... understanding 
and moderate and with a very 
strong sense of history,” the offi- 
cial said. 

He added that Mr. Christopher 
concluded that as a group the 
Palestinians “certainly would be- 
nefit from some cohesive lead- 
ership and... Faisal Husseini pro- 
vided that kind of leadership.” 

Mr. Husseini told Reuters be- 
fore the newspaper report 
appeared that he saw a shift by 
Israel towards accepting him at 
the negotiations but did not con- 
firm or deny that the United 
States was backing such a move. 

Commenting on Mr. Peres', 
Statement, Mr. Husseini said in 
Thnis: “Yes, there is a suggestion 
like that... until now. Israel re- 
fuses to let me at at the negotia- 
tions table, but we are hearing 
that such an obstacle can be 
resolved. 

“As of now, there is nothing 
official — as Mr. Peres said, this 
is in the air.*” 

Mr. Husseini has been at PLO 
headquarters since last week 
working closely with Mr. Arafat 
and maintaining contacts with the 
U.S. administration through the 
American embassy in Tunis. 


Equitable water sharing possible in W. Bank, Gaza 


Christians mark Good Friday 


(Continued from page 1) 

nian scouts in brown khaki uni- 
forms and red berets, followed by 
girls in white blouses and black 
skins. 

Among the worshipers were 
several hundred Christians from 
the occupied West Bank who said 
it took them a week to receive a 
special entry permit for the ritual. 

“I feel upset about the closure 
because it's our right (to be 
here),*’ said Iyad Shraiga, 20, 
from the West Bank town of 
Nablus, as he walked in the 
chanting crowd. 

Another marcher. Palestinian 
Claudette Habash from Jeru- 
salem, said she prayed for “the 
resurrection of the conscience of 
those people who control the 
lives of others." 

She said the indefinite closure 
was only breeding more resent- 
ment among the Palestinians of 
the occupied territories- who have 
been barred from entering Israel 
since March 31. 

“It’s very sad because we ge- 
nuinely want peace, but 
apparently peace does not seem 
to be very close,"* said Mrs/''" 
jf afeasby- w wfc 5=fer~ tlrtP 

Catholic relief organisation Cari- 
tas. 

In his Easter message, the 
Latin patriarch of Jerusalem, 
Michel Sabbah, urged both 
Israelis and Palestinians to re- 
sume U.S. -backed peace talks. 

Warning of rising violence and 
dying hope, he said: 

“It is time that both sides 
become convinced that violence 
and counter-violence have been 
until now counter-productive.” 

“In the Holy Land hope also 
seems to be dying after the first 
signs bom from the peace pro- 
cess,” Patriarch Sabbah said. 


“Growing violence is due to a 
situation which seems to lead 
nowhere. 

“Instead of signs of hope we 
hear each day painful news: Kil- 
led, wounded, prisoners, de- 
ported, innocent victims, stabbed 
— in brief, violence and counter- 
violence.” 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
after 13 Israelis died in Arab 
attacks during March, banned en- 
try to Israel by Palestinian Work- 
ers from the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Rabin proposed Wednes- 
day an indefinite extension of the 
closure, which has curbed vio- 
lence but increased economic suf- 
fering since it was first imposed 
on Gaza on March 29 and in the 
West Bank on March 31. 

Patriarch Sabbah, who five 
years ago became the first Palesti- 
nian patriarch of the Latin 
Church, protested that the mea- 
sure will prevent Christians from 
the occupied territories from 
attending church services in Jeru- 
salem. 

Followers of Catholic and Pro- 
testant branches of Oiristianity 
maffohedi through Jerusalem's Old 
■Grv-Jjjday. 


Shops -were shuttered along 
“Way of 1 Sorrow,” honouring a 
strike observed on the ninth of 
every month to mark the start of 
the Palestinian revolt on Dec. 9, 
1987. Extra Israeli, police and 
soldiers looked on. 

Orthodox Christians observe 
Good Friday and Easter Sunday a 
week later. 

There are an estimated 65,000 
Christians in the Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank, counting Jeru- 
salem — the largest number 
Greek Orthodox ana about one- 
third Catholics. Patriarch Sab- 
bah's patriarchate extends over 
Jordan and Israel itself. 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
While the problem of equitably 
sharing water resources between 
the Palestinians and Israel is a 
serious one. It is not a problem 
without solution, a Palestinian 
expert says. 

The conflict over sharing water 
resources “could represent a se- 
rious impediment to the peace 
settlement, but it should not. The 
conflict can be resolved,” Sharif 
Al Musa of the Institute for 
Palestine Studies said during an 
April 8 briefing at the Middle 
East Institute. Dr. Musa has 
advised the Palestinian delega- 
tion to the Middle East multi- 
lateral talks on water issues. 

Israel must agree to the redis- 
tribution of common water re- 
sources. he said. “The key to 
resolving the problem is in the 
hands of Israel,” he said. The 
question is, he said, “Will Israel 
muster the prerequisite attitude 
and, political will to solve this 
conflict?" 

The water situation in the West 
Bank and Gaza is “deplorable.” 


Dr. Musa said. Gaza, in particu- 
lar, “needs an emergency (water) 
relief programme." 

“There is a substandard level 
of consumption by Palestinians,” 
with only IS to 20 gallons of water 
available a day per unit, he said. 
(He noted that one flush of a 
toilet uses up four gallons of 
water). This lack of water has 
caused sanitation and health 
problems, he said. 

The water supply in Gaza is 
“full of nitrates." and the water 
quality in the West Bank is also 
deteriorating, he reported. 

In addition, he said, there is a 
“wide water gap between Palesti- 
nians and Israels.” According to 
Dr. Musa, “Israel consumes 
three to four times per capita as 
much as Palestinians.” In the 
agricultural sector. Israel con- 
sumes “four times per capita 
more than the Palestinians.” 

Israeli settlers in the West 
Bank and Gaza “get much more 
water than the Palestinians per 
capita,” and at cheaper prices, he 
said. 


Palestinians are subjected to 
restrictions that the settlers are 
not. he added. Palestinians are 
not allowed to drill a well more 
than 100 metres deep, while set- 
tlers can drill os deep as needed 
to reach the water, he said. 

" Israel appropriates a disprop- 
ortionate amount of water" in the 
West Bank, Dr. Musa said. Israel 
uses up more than 85 per cent of 
the northern aquifer; more than 
90 per ceni of the western aquif- 
er; and Israeli settlers use up to 
40 to 50 per cent of the eastern 
aquifer, according to Dr. Musa. 
In addition, Israel “is overdraw- 
ing from its own water re- 
sources,” he said. 

“Israel is acting like a great 
sponge.” he said. 

A redistribution of the com- 
mon water resources would not 
cause substantial injury to Israel, 
he said. He argued that Israel has 
alternative water resources avail- 


able, such as the large aquifer 
under the Naqab desert and the 
technology and economic capac- 
ity to desalinate water. 

For the Palestinians, however, 
the aquifers in the occupied terri- 
tories are their only source of 
water, he said. Israel, he stressed, 
must agree to a redistribution of 
the common water resources in 
order to address this disparity. 

Using the Taba dispute be- 
tween Egypt and Israel — which 
was solved by a panel of interna- 
tional judges — as an example. 
Dr. Musa suggested the best way 
to reach agreement on redistri- 
buting the water resources is 
through arbitration. 

He also advised using the 
“principle of equitable distribu- 
tion of water" as called lor in 
international water law as the 
frame of rcterence to resolve the 
issue. 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667*171 



The National Music Conservatory / 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

presents 

Hungary's First Opera Singers 
Katalin Pitti, soprano 
Lajos Miller, bar it one 

in cooperation with 

Lilia Mik es, actress and .Y arrator 

and 

Katalin Doman, pianist 

In 


The National Music Conservatory / 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 


and 


The American Center (L SIS) 

present 

William Matthews Munir Bashir 


Guitar 


Oud 


In 


Opera 


BUDAPEST SPRING FESTIVAL 

Concert 

Monday and Wednesday, 12 and 14 April 1993 at 8:00 p.m. 

''' ' ' The Royal Cultural Centre 

In the program scenes, songs and arias by Mozart. Tchaikovsky. 

Liszt. Gounod. Verdi and others 

Tickets, for JD 7 each, are available at: 

- The Royal Cultural Centre, Tel. 661026 

- Bablche, Tel 661322 

- Rihani Stores, Tel. 693775 

- Philadelphia Hotel, Tel 663100 

- The National Music Conservatory, Tel. 687620 


MUSIC DIALOGUE NORTH AND SOUTH 

Duo Recital 

Tuesday, 13 April 1993 at 8:00 p.m. 

The Royal Cultural Cenire 

The program will include instrumental dialogue between the two 

artists through improvisation 

Tickets , -forJD 7 each, are available at; - 

- The Royal Cultural Centre, Tel. 661026 

- Babiche, Tel 661322 

- Rihani Stores, Tel. 693775 

- Philadelphia Hotel. Tel 663100 

- The American Center , Tel 820101 

- The National Music Conservatory, Tel. 687620 

<St2> RDYALJORPANIAN 


Attend the two activities for JD 11 
The National Music Conservatory, tel 687620 



JORDAN MARKET PLACE 






t 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-tO 
DOOR .SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR A SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 
P.O.BOX 7806 
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| CROWN INTL EST. | 

H * Packing, shipping 1 
| Forwarding, storage 1 

1 worldwide Removals § 

” Air, Sea and Land 




us cams for nn& son 

YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN, 


☆ Kais Dryclean. 1 Hr. Service 
■fir Shoes repair ☆ Engraving 
4 Keys Service 

ti-Upftdstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Sen/ice 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 


sromo iUiA 

: r:llC;>VOTTtt» Kjil. l!*:* • 

1 Hour 

i>tf\eUip vfhaf« puiu: i 

■n:i vh«.r -tin t ■ 

* JUMBO phes 
size 30% larger 

I * Frew enfarjff 

ment 20 x 20 cm 


h' i. I.;. 


i. • 


4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810309 
Fax: 810520 


AV/S 


We try harder. 



699-420 


je * & rr 
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CHINA 
HOUSE 
Restaurant 


\ Oidl mIm 

120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 
Prep ar ed by oar 
Chinese cfaeb 
Open daily for 
lunch. tcHnner 
Trite sway terriers 
Jabal Al Hussein 
Minsky of Trade 
& Industrial Hd. 
Tel 66775S 



MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


% 


Spetial Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

\Opea ILJOJlV St & OfrllJO duty 

Taka away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 

near Philadelphia Hotel 

|TeL BS1822. Amman 

Once Tasted 

Alwatfg Loved 



A H(estaumnt With 
An Artistic Amdiance 


alentmo 


RESTAURANT 


JA1AL AH #AN FWfiTT DAGlC 
OPPOSITE THE B iQ, EMBASSY TEL- 854305 




/ CHEN’S 
CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca St reel. Yarmoui* 
Engineers Hous- r :-j 
Estate near K.ic 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

‘_ome arc taste 
specialties 

< )pen d:ul\ 12:00 - .? 2(1 

p.m 

\ n .20 - Midnight 




'J 



HAN'T, 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

C.rc>e j3toa1Arr.rn.3n .v.- 
->.'■1 van G.r s Scnoo; 

Taka away Is available 

Oncndjih .*:*(> 

p.m 

7:00 - Midnight 
Tei. $38968 


,ii 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every room.J 
“Satellite T.V. Reception' 


HAITOTEL 

d42<lMlB 


Amman - Te; 666193 
P 0 Bo* 9403 - Fax 603434 
Jeiex 23SSS DARCTl jD 

Ideal Residence For 

Expatriates and 

Businessmen 



French 


(£ui:?inc 


RESERVATION 


TEL 819564 



Italian Restaurant 


Daily 

BUSINESS LUNCH 

Abdoun / Near Orthodoxy Cfab 
Circle - Jordan Supermarket 
Butting . 2nd Floor 

Tel : 824677 



Restaurant 
I Tafias Bar 

International Dishes 
& Spanish. Specialities 



Open Lanch & Dinner 

label Annxan - 3rd Oiclb 
For Xasanadoo TU 813060 4 


for your vj*i 

i$:'j Advertisement 

\ j'AVA'.W.A-.W.- T ■ ■ ■ » ■■■ 
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Jordan 
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667171 ext. 223TB. 
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SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Caniggia suspended after positive cocaine test 

ROME (R) — The Italian Football League has suspended AS 
Roma's Argentine striker Gaudio Caniggia, who faces a possible 
six-month to two-year ban after testing positive for cocaine. 
Caniggia, 26, tested positive after a Roma-Napoli league match 
March 21. The long-haired Roma forward is the second Argentine 
international to be caught up in a cocaine scandal in Italy in recent 
years after Diego Maradona was banned for IS months after 
testing positive for cocaine when he was playing for Napoli in 
March 1991. 

Ban on Aris Salonika halved to 1 year 

MUNICH (R) — The International Basketball Federation 
(FIB A) said Friday it had halved the two-year ban on Greek club 
Aris Salonika competing in European tournaments. FIBA said in 
a statement Aris would be put under probation for three years 
after it completes the one-year ban. The dub appealed against the 
original ban imposed after Aris fans rioted and attacked Sk 
Istanbul players at the European Cup Winners’ Cup final in Turin 
last month. Two Turkish players and an official were injured after 
hundreds of fans stormed the court to celebrate Aris's 50-48 
victory. 

Scudamore announces retirement 

■ 

LONDON (AP) — Jockey Peter Scudamore, who rewrote British 
racing's record books but never won the Grand National, 
announced his retirement this week. Scudamore. 34, is Britain’s 
most successful jump jockey in history, having won more than 
1,600 steeplechase and hurdle races over an 18-year career. 
Named champion jockey eight times, his last major victory was on 
Captain Dibble in last year's ScoTtish National. Scudamore's last 
race was Wednesday at Ascot. He said his future plans include 
work as a trainer. 

‘Lewis, Christie set for sprint duel 1 

LONDON (AP) — The long-awaited duel between Carl Lewis 
and Linford Christie, the 100-ipetre champions from the last two 
Olympics, will take place in Britain this summer, a London 
newspaper has reported. The Evening Standard quoted track 
promoter Andy Norman as saying Lewis and Christie will both 
run in an invitational event in Birmingham July 16, and again a 
week later at a Grand Prix meet in London. Efforts to bring the 
two gold medalists together have been in the works since Christie ' 
won the 100 in Barcelona last year. Lewis, weakened by illness at 
the U.S. trials, did not qualify for the race and was unable to. 
defend his title. 

McEnroe criticises U.S. Davis Cup captain 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — John McEnroe says he did most of the 
coaching when the United States won the Davie Cup last 
November. However, he stopped short of saying he’d like the job 
permanently. McEnroe said in Thursday’s Los Angeles Times 
that he believes captain Tom Gorman won’t return in 1994 after 
the United States lost to Australia in a first-round Davis Cup 
match two weeks ago. “I don't think there's a chance in hell 
Gorman will be back next year,” McEnroe said. “And if there is, 
it would be the biggest joke of all time. I mean, enough is 
enough... eight years.” He criticised Gorman for not getting 
Andre Agassi and Pete Sampras on the team and for choosing No. 
47 David Wheaton instead of No. 12 Malivai Washington to play 
singles with Brad Gilbert. “Look at the selections he made,” 
McEnroe said. “Not to give a guy like Washington a chance is 
completely absurd. And not to pressure a guy like Ivan Lendl to 
play. Why doesn’t Lendl prant to play?" 

Peugeot will not compete in F-1 in 1994 

- ry. • ■ ■ * ’’ 

PARIS (R) — French car maker Peugeot said it would not 
compete in next year's Formula One World Championship. The 
announcemen* follows the International Motor Sports Federa- 
tion’s (FISA) decision to cancel the World Sportscar Cham- 
pionship. which it won last year. “The conditions that auto- 
mobiles Peugeot had placed on its commitment to Formula One 
have not been met" Peugeot official Frederic Saint-Geours said. 
He added that Peugeot were 25 per cent short of the budget 
needed to enter the Formula One Championship. 


SAFARI RALLY STANDINGS 

NAIROBI (R) — Leading standings after 418.75 kilometres of the 
710.9 km second kg of the Kenya Safari Rally Friday: 

1. Juha Kankkuneu (Finland) Toyota Ceiica 4wd (penalty tune) 

25.00 Minutes 

2. Markka Akn ( Finland) Toyota Ceiica 4wd 

30.00 

3. Ian Duncan ( Kenya) Toyota Ceiica 4wd 

46.00 

4. Kenjiro Shinozuka (Japan) Mitsubishi 

1 hour 23 mins 

5. Yasuhiro Iwase (Japan) Toyota 

Ceiica 4wd 1.25.00 

6. Guy Jack I Kenya) Daihatsu Charade 

1.47.00 

7. Jonathan Toroitich (Kenya) Toyota 

1:52.00 

S. Ashok Pattni (Kenya) Daihatsu Charade 

1:56.00 

9. Rudu Slohl (Austria) Audi S2 

2:03.00 

10. Marco Brighetti (Kenya) Daihatsu 

2.-07.00 



WITH OMAR SHARIF 
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WHAT A DIFFERENCE A PIP MAKES 


vulnerable. Non h 


10 3 
1 

a 107 

K J 9 
EAST 
* Q 9 7 

; 7 6 3 2 
9 5 2 
48-13 


5 4 2 

Q 

3 


Soutl West 
1 4 Pass 
4 NT Pass 
6 * Pass 

Jack of - 
hown a hand dia- 
spotcard is simply 
j and asked 
We have learned 
ids with care. Just 
pot can be is high- 


sneer at this auc- 

sible enough at 

e y'ju play with 


strange partners throughout the 
day. As it is. the trump suit is a little 
shaky and the *bim is a poor one. 

Make South's five of trumps the 
nine, however, and you're a 3-to-l 
favorite for the contract 

West Led the jack of hearts, and 
South was sorry he didn’t select six 
no trump ad the final contract. The 
best chance for six spades was to 
find a 3-2 trump break with the 
honors split. Even so. declarer 
would have to guess which defender 
held Lhe fewer trumps. 

If it was West, the vanning line 
would be to lead a low trump from 
hand toward dummy's jack-ten. If 
West rises with an honor, declarer 
later finesses against East for the 
other honor, if West plays low and 
East wins, declarer later cashes the 
ace in an attempt to drop the other 
honor. 

If the longer trumps are with 
WesL declarer should attack trumps 
by leading the jack from the table. If 
East covers, declarer wins and leads 
a trump i»ward the ten. 

Here, the opening lead decided 
the issue. Declarer won the heart in 
hand and it was convenient (and a 
pure guess) to lead a trump toward, 
dummy's bonois. Game, set and 

match. 
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Sampras captures 

world No. 1 ranking 


TOKYO (Agencies) — Pete 
Sampras secured the world No. 1 
ranking for the first time with a 
tough three-set win over fellow 
American David Wheaton in the 
quarter-finals of the Japan Open 
tennis tournament Friday. 

Second seed Sampras defeated 
the 10th seed 6-3 3-6 6-4 on the 
hard court of the Tokyo Col- 
oseum, thereby ending compat- 
riot Jim Courier’s 55-week reign 
at the top. 

“I agree with Courier that it’s 
more important to win Grand 
Slam events and events like here 
than to be the number one," 
Sampras, 21, said after the 
match. 

He added that if he could win 
the U.S. Open and Wimbledon, 
he would be happy to be number 
two in the world. “But number 
one is obvisouly a great achieve- 
ment and I'm vety happy I did 
it," he said with a smile. 

Sampras had his way to the top 
position cleared Thursday when 
Conner crashed oat in the third 
round to countryman Jonathan 
Stark. 

His match with wbeaton was a 
close battle of big serves and deft 
passing shots and Sampras pre- 
vailed for the fourth successive 
time over his taller rival. 

Sampras, who fired a total of 
14 aces, served particularly well 
in the first set, leaving Wheaton 
bemused. 

But in the second set, Wheaton 
began to read the Sampras serve 
and produced some spectacular 
returns. His own aggressive serv- 
ing helped him wrap up the set in 
fine style. 


“I thought he returned pretty 
well. Out of all the young Amer- 
ican players, he’s the most 
dangerous for me to play, as he's 
a tough guy to get any rhythm off 
out there,” Sampras said. 

The third set went with serve 
until the 10th game, when Sam- 
pras blasted a forehand cross- 
court passing shot to clinch die 
set, the match and the number 
one ranking. 

Sampras was one match away 
from the top ranking at last year’s 
U.S. Open, but lost in the final to 
Stefan Edbeig, who then enjoyed 
a few weeks at the top. 

Courier’s defeat by Stark 
Thursday came on the heels of a 
semi-final loss to Amos Mansdorf 
at the Salem Open five days 
earlier in Osaka. “My heart and 
my head are somewhere else. 
They’re not with me in Asia,” 
Courier said. 

Even if Sampras loses his semi- 
final match against Australian 
Wally Masur Saturday, his total 
of 3,591 points to Courier's 3,563 
will secure him die number one 
spot when die next rankings are 
released Monday. 

Sampras joins the illustrious 
ranks of Die Nastase^ John New- 
combe, Emmy Connors, Bjorn 
Borg, John McEnroe, Ivan 
Lendl, Mats WQander, Stefan 
Edbeig, Boris Becker and Jim 
Courier and is the 11th number 
one since the tour ranking system 
started in 1973. 

In the day’s other quarter- 
finals, sixth seed Masur ousted 
feUow-Australian Todd Wood- 
bridge 6-4 6-0 to set up a semifin- 
al against Sampras. 


Woodbridge staged the tourna- 
ment’s first upset when he rooted 
third seed Michael Chang in the 
second round Wednesday. 

Seventh seed Brad Gilbert de- 
feated Stark 6-7 6-2 6-0 and now 
meets fifth seed Henrik Holm of 
Sweden, who brushed aside Au- 
stralian Neil Borwick 6-2 6-3. 
Capriati advances easily: Third- 
seeded Jennifer Capriati whipped 
Ines Gorrochategui of Argentina 
6-3 6-1 in a third round match at 
foe S37 5,000 Bausch Lomb Ten- 
nis Championships Thursday. 

But the American teenager is 
not thinking about winning her 
second tournament of 1993 yet. 
Capriati won foe Sydney, Austra- 
lia event in January. 

“I’ can't think about anything 
but foe next match." she said. “I 
told myself to take one match at a 
time and before you know it 
you’ll be at the finals.” 

Second-seed and two-time de- 
fending champion Gabriela Saba- 
tinl of Argentina had an abbrevi- 
ated day when Petra Langrova of 
foe Czech Republic retired with a 
groin injury after losing the first 
five games of the match. 

The fifth-ranked Sabatini, who 
lost only five points in her 20 
minutes on court, will play 
eighth-seed Leila Meskfai of 
Georgia in foe quarterfinals. 

“I'd like to have a tougher 
match,” said Sabatini. “Now TU 
have one in the next round. I'm 
ready. I'm playing good tennis.” 

The sixth-ranked Capriati will 
face fifth-seeded Amanda Coet- 
zer of South Africa in the quar- 
terfinals. 

Top-seeded Arantxa Sanchez 
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Pete Sampras 

Vicario of Spain will play un- 
seeded American Shaun Stafford 
in another Friday quarterfinal 
pairing. 

The 80th-ranked Stafford beat 
15tb-$eeded Ros Fairbank- 
Nideffer in the first round and 
seventh-seeded Lori McNeil m 
foe third round earlier in this 
week. 

The other quarterfinal pits 
fourth seeded Manuela Maleeva- 
Fragniere of Switzerland against 
sixth seeded Natalia Zvereva of 
Belarus. 


Atlantic Division title 


NEW YORK (R) — Patrick Ew- 
ing scored 31 points, including 12 
in the third quarter, and grabbed . 
eight rebounds to lead the New 
York Knicks past foe Boston 
Celtics, 110-88 to clinch the 
Atlantic Division for the first 
time in four years. 

John Starks added 22 points for 
the Knicks. 

The Knicks have. won sevensof 
their last eight games.; _ 

The Knicks captured tlge sea- 
son -series from the Celtics, 3-1, 
with a game remaining at Boston 
Sunday. It was the first time the 
Knicks have won a season series 
from the Celtics since the 1970-71 
season. 

In Milwaukee, Brian Shaw se- 
cored a career-high 32 points and 
sank an NBA record 10 three- 
pointers to lead foe Miami heat to 
117-92 rout of foe Milwaukee 
Bucks. 

In Utah, Hakeem Olajuwon 
scored 27 points and grabbed 12 
rebounds to lead the streaking 
Houston Rockets past the Utah 
Jazz, 95-90. 

The Rockets have won four 
straight games and 21 of their last 
25. 

Karl Malone led foe Jazz with 
23 points and 12 rebounds and 
Tyrone Corbin chipped in with 17' 
points and 10 rebounds. 


In San Antonio. Dale Ellis 
scored 25 points and David 
Robinson added 21 points with 14 
rebounds as the San Antonio 
Spurs defeated foe Los Angeles 
Clippers, 112-108. 

In East Rutherford, Isiab Tho- 
mas sank two free throws with 3.5 
second remaining as the Detroit 
Pistons hung on to defeat the 
New Jeresey Nets, 100-98. ■ 

Dennis Rodman scored 13 

points and grabbed 17 rebounds 

for Detroit. 

# 

The Nets, who were down by 
nine points late in the game, 
made furious rally to tie foe game 
at 98-98 with nine seconds left but 
Thomas was fouled as he drove 
the lane to give the pistons a 
two-point advantage. 

Derrick Coleman led the nets 
with 27 points and rumeal robin- 
son added 19 points and 11 assists 
oft the bench. 

In Oakland, BSly Owens’ tip-in 
snapped a 116-116 tie with 33 
seconds left in overtime and lifted 
the Golden State Warriors to a 
122-116 triumph over the Los 
Angeles Lakers. 

In Los Angeles, Cedric Cebal- 
los scored 28 points to lead the 
Phoenix Suns to their ninth 
straight win, a 123-114 triumph 
over the Sacramento* Kings. 



Derrick Coleman (No. 44) grabs a rebound for the Nets 
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MV 6RAMPA 5AVS THAT 
AFTER ALL THESE YEARS, HE 
STILL DOESN’T UNDERSTAND LIFE | 

FOR INSTANCE, LAST WEEK 
HE B0U6HT A NEW CAR.._ 

!f| 7 gi 
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Andy Capp 



Mutton* Jeff 


A MOUSE TO HOUSE f OH. YES' 1^1 DO YOU <50 AROUND [ NO.ONLYl AH, GOOD MoRNlNG, SIR! 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: Be 
sure to avoid taking any chances or 
yielding to an instant urge to force 
some issues that are better left 
atone. Permit your highest influ- 
ences to guide you through this 
period. Be philosophical. 

a 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
This is the day to concentrate upon 
the practical aspects of your daily 
existence and in the morning con- 
sult with higher-ups* later with 
more personal contact, 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have excellent ideas for gain- 
ing the things you desire the most 
from new sources while later you 
caq pot into motion your intimate 
aims. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Join 
with both your al t a ch eme n t as well 
as astute advisors in devising a 
course of action whereby you will 
be atfte to further your true long- 
ings. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Whatever friends and 
partners have to suggest to you 
should add very much to your 
advancement and progress os listen 
to what they have to say/ 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
prominent person is observed the 
way you handle yourself and what- 
ever you are donig today so per- 
form activities so you wflj win this 
person's approval. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) New aims impel you to take 


1 some definite action to influence | 
those able to help you to a turn 1 
them know more clearly your spe- 
cial talents, 

TJB RA: (September 23 10 October 
22) Doing the mundane thmp 
your dose companions expect of 
you will bring a closer rapport and 
then tonight romantic happiness 
can ensue. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You can reach an agree- 
ment with a usually difficult associ- 
ate after which go with that person 
to a mutually enjoyable site to 
celebrate the triumph. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Consider well the 
course you want your activities to 
take in the future and then you will 
be able to fix your wardrobe to go 
along with your best foot forward. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Your inventive ability 
is high to prepare ways to market 
your special aptitude, then you can 
be off with congenial chums to 
recreations. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 toFcbru- 
ary 19) You need to use your finest 
judgment to correct a long rime 
unsatisfactory condition at home 
but later find a new accord which 
exists there. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) In any communications now 
you win out by making a point to 
be most specific and practical in 
answering information, etc. de- 
sired from you. 


THE BETTER HALF*, By Glasbergen 



“We do not do the same thing every 
night! Last night we watched 

rirffemrrt nrnnrams!” 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
a by Henri Arnold 

Unscramble these four Jumbles, f A L = 

one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


ROGIN 


1 

ft 


□ 

_□ 

b 

4 


VOARB 





□ 



□ 


BLUMFE 


L 



□ 


□ 



FLOUJY 


c 



□ 

□ 


“r 

A FINE HOW-CO- 
YOU-CTO FOR A 
TOURIST IN PARIS] 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here:. 


U Y Y Y f Y1 H 

fwfwfs. A k A J 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: UNEN CHAIR ENCAMP ADJOIN 

Answer What the gambler's tfrtfriend said when he 
proposed — NO DICE 



ACROSS 
1 Stylish 
8 Safing hazard 
11 Naughty 

14 Kitchen gadget 

15 Homfito 


16 Mature 

17 Russian country 
house 

18 Bkfe one's time 

19 Baby animal 

20 Dr. Seuss book 

23 Author Rand 

24 irishman 

25 Cicatrix 
28 Salver 

31 Synt hetic fabric 

35 OCT 5 Homing 

36 Fall behind 

37 Tijuana 
tomorrow 

38 Or. Seuss book 

42 Closer at hand 

43 Charged pardde 

44 A person, in 
general 

45 Kind of boss or 
vote 

46 Opening 

47 g.s. historian 

48 Prang 

50 Trevino of gotf 

52 Dr. Seuss 

59 Consume 

60 Bert's rnuppet 
pal 

61 Sofa 

53 Circle piece 
6* Astound 

65 Obliterate 

66 Stecfium cheer 

67 Gross receipts 

68 Oscar date — 

DOWN 

1 Certain oeg. 

2 Fosse 

3 Principal 

4 Try a case again 

5 Dick or Spencer 

6 Shod - 

7 "Oh — hate to 
get up-." 

8 With a citrus 
flavor 

9 Bryant or HR 


11 

12 

13 

19 
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MAjpmRttarvvO 


10 Member of a 
certain diurch 

11 Ona of me three 
Bs 

12 water: sp. 

13 Red ink hem 

21 Elk feature 

22 Afr. antelope 

25 Portends 

26 Proofreader's 
mark 

27 Lend — (listen) 
29 JopUn tune 

30TBX.AAM. 

student 

3£Hufrahl 

33 — on 
(endlessly) 

34 Accused 
37 Hearth 

shelf 

39 One Of nine 


Yesterday’s Ptatie Solved: 
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HSBP f^nnn ni 
Egon nnnnn ni 
nnnn nnnnn m 


40 Innovations 

41 Salomon, to 
David 

46 Springlike 


47 Famous 
streetcar name 

49 R&e 11 

51 Downy duck 

52 Sign of remora 

53 — tdrl 
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Eleven Black Sea 
countries set joint 
bank’s share capital 
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ATHENS (R) — The 11 coun- 
tries of the Blade Sea Economic 
Cooperation Organisation agreed 
^Friday on the share capital for a 
^regional investment bank which 
they want to create as the back- 
bone of a newly established pact 
; The Greek chairman of a two- 
day working group said delegates 
'agreed on share capital of at least 
one billion Special Drawing 
Rights (SDRS) — equivalent to 
■around S1.4 billion. 

! “Deciding on the capital was a 
big step forward,** lacovos Geor- 
ganas, who is also the executive 
'vice-chairman of the private 
Piraeus Bank, told Reuters. 

SDRS axe reserve assets cre- 
ated by tiie International Monet- 
4) axy Fund. Their value is a compo- 
site of the dollar, yen, mark, 
pound and French franc. 

Mr. Georganas said he sug- 
gested to the group that although 
the share capital should be at 
least this level, the paid-in capital 
might have to be limited to reflect 
the state of the economies of 
participating countries. 

He said the joint investment 
bank, seen as the driving force in 
forging closer ties between coun- 
tries of the Black Sea, the Bal- 
kans and several former Soviet 
republics, should not rely on 
countries* contribution. 

“It should have the power and 
credibility to attract capital from 
the international financial mar- 
kets,* 1 he told the meeting. 

The pact, signed on July 25 last 
year in Istanbul, is aimed at 
, promoting cooperation between 
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nations which have often been 
foes and at eventually freeing the 
movement of people, goods and 
services in the area in a way 
similar to the European Com- 
munity (EC). 

Its members are Albania, 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, 
Georgia, Greece, Moldova; 
Romania, Russia, Turkey and 
Ukraine. 

Representative from eco- 
nomy . and foreign ministries, as 
well as central banks, partici- 
pated in the working group, 
which also discussed the posable 
location of the bank. 

“Proposals were made for the 
Greek city of Salonika, Istanbul, 

Sofia and Bucharest/’ Mr. Geor- 
ganas said. “They will be in- 
cluded in a report we will submit 
to our governments.” 

The distribution of shares was 
not discussed extensively but be 
could not foresee it creating a 
problem. 

“All countries will have a say 
on important matters regardless 
of share distribution, like in the 
EC,” he said. 

The joint bank and projects on 
ecology, power, transport, in- 
formation and rtvnnMtnirarifMK 
are the first steps in the Turkish- 
inspired cooperation pact. 

Despite widespread agreement 
on the need for a bank to give the 
pact the financial resources 
needed to succeed, participants 
acknowledged that there re- 
mained many practical difficul- 
ties. 
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Cairo Amman Bank 


VS. Dollar In International Markets 



Staffing Pound* 
Deutsche Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen 


Unit 


MU' Vote 
ZtSUS. 

* 7/4/1993 
r.5735 

1.6189 

1.4910 

5.4770 

113.55 
1.2010 . 


'■ i/ 41 1993 
1 . 5153 

1.6167 
1.4881 
5.4615 ** 

115.65 
1.2041 « 


STG 

■ Optniag @ CM 


GMT 


8/4/1993 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTUS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar 

3.16 

3.25 

3.34 

3.59 

Sterling Pound 

5.68 

5.68 

5.75 i 

5.62 

Deutsche Mark 

8.12 

7.87 

7.43 

6.75 

Swiss Franc 

5.06 

4.87 

4.68 

4.31 

French Frsnc 

9.37 

9.12 

8.26 

7.87 

Japanese Yen 

3.12 

3.21 

3.25 

3.25 

European Currency Unit 

9.1£' 

8.93 

,8.43 

7.87 

! 
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USD/Ox I JXVGm* | MeuJ 


337.95 


6.6 5 


Omtmi S/4/1993 
USD/Ox JD/Gm 
3.88 .090 


Rate BaBedn 


U-S- Dollar 
Sterling Pound 
Deutsche Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen 4 
Dutch Guilder 
Swedish Krona 
Indian Ura 4 

1 

Belgian Franc 

’ Vtr IN 


0.6870 

1.0402 

0.4244 

0.4612 

0.1254 

0.6036 

0.3774 

0.0896 

0.0432 

0.02060 


Currency 
Bahraini Dinar 

Lebanese Lira 4 

Saudi Riyal 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

Qatari Riyal 

Egyptian Pound 


i Riyal 


UAE Dirham 
Greek Drachma 
Cypriot Pound 


8/4/1993 

Offer 

0.6890 

1.0454 

0.4265 

0.4635 

0.1260 

0.6066 

0.3793 

0.0900 

0.0434 

0.02070 


8/4/1993 

Offer 


1.8040 

1.8420 

0.03615 

0.04055 

0.1828 ■ 

0.1843 

2.2350 

2.2800 

0.1S63 

0.1882 

0.1950 

0.21 SO 

1.7580 

1.7820 

0.1863 

0.1882 

0.3136 

0.3336 

1.4085 

7.4275 


CAB Indices fur 


Index ~ 

7/4/1993 C* 1 ** 

6/4/1993 

Close 

AD-Shtre 

194.96 

794.92 


n«nHn{ Sector 

134.80 

134.83 


Insurance Sector 

214.47 

214.16 


lndtftrjr Sector 

278.45 

278.49 


Sendees Sector 

2S7.31 

256.21 
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Dollar dips to record low against yen Jordan ClltS 

TOKYO (AP) — Continuing its has fallen a total of 11.73 yen, or Japan’s central bank intervened 19,892.18. Thursday, the average ^ H II U 

persistent downward trend, the 9.4 per cent, since Feb. 2. to slow the yen's appreciation rose 138.04 points, or 0.70 per f b mm wm ip* vfe -W* gFfei 

U.S. dollar dipped to another After opening at 113.55 yen, against the dollar during Friday's cent. T Bj g I ^ J II ^ J f* | | ^ 

record low against the Japanese* the dollar moved no higher than trading, the dealer said. The Nikkei was moderately I I I I I 

yen Friday, while Tokyo share 113.58 yen, In New York, it The Bank of Japan has stepped higher at the end of the morning 

prices failed to gather steam to finished overnight at 113.40 yen. into the market on several occa- session on a buying spree by ■ JA | ■ I I ■ 

break the 20,000-point mark. a new postwar low there. sions since last week in an government-directed public pen- V Ap |n l^k I I I I IT| 

Hie dollar dosed at ID. 15 “The dollar’s downtrend is attempt to stem the yen's rapid sion funds, but headed lower in I ^^1 uratj _ ^1 1^1 I I I | | | 

yen, down 0.50 yen from Thuis- dominating the market,” said surge, but little effect was ex- the afternoon on selling by invest- m Y v 

day’s finish and its lowest close m 
Tokyo since the modern ex- 
change rates were set up in the 
late 1940s. 

The dollar has now dosed at 
record lows on five of the last 
seven trading days in Tokyo. It 


has fallen a total of 11.73 yen, or 
9.4 per cent, since Feb. 2. 

After opening at 1D.55 yen, 
the dollar moved no higher than 
113.58 yen. In New York, it 
finished overnight at ID. 40 yen, 
a new postwar low there. 

“The dollar’s downtrend is 
dominating the market,” said 
Yasuhisa Ishida, a senior dealer 
with Mitsui Trust and Banking. 

Mr.Ishida said many in the 
market expect the dollar will edge 
as low as 110 yen toward the end 
of this month. 

There were remours that 
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OJtCAHIXED IUUULEZ TRADZXC ACT I V IS T TOR HIE PERIOD (03/04/1993 - 07/04/1993} 
j COMPART -* MAKE TRADING PftZV. C tfENIMG CLOSIOO 

VOUUCE 005XK PRICE PRICE ' 

JD PRICE ! 


arad mum 

JORDAN NATIONAL DAME 

CAIRO ANNAN BANK 

BANK OF JORDAN 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP NEPT DANK 

TEE HOUSING BANE 

JORDAN KUWAIT NMOL 

ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BANE 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANE 

ONION BANK FDR SAVING & INVESTMENT 

BUSINESS BANE 

JORDAN INVESTtfOTT k FINANCE DANE 

DEIT ELKAL SAVUUilNlCSIWSRT FDH rWUSING 

ANNAS DANE FOR INVESTMENT 

ARAB BANKING CORPORATION /JORDAN 

JORDAN INSURANCE 

ARABIAN SEAS INSURANCE 

JERUSALEM IKSSRANCE 

JORDAN ntOftCD INSURANCE 

universal zksurance 

BOLT LAND INSURANCE 

nilLADELTUlA INSURANCE 

ARAB LIFE A ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

JORDAN GULF INSURANCE 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

JORDAN IfOrtL. & TOURISM 

JKSJD DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

VEHICLES OMNERS FEDERATION 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

JORDAN NATIONAL SNIPPING LINES 

JORDAN TUURlSf! A SPA COMPLEX 

NATIORAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE IN VE ST MENT 

JORDAN GULF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

PETRA EHTRJ’fllSES fc UOdlPKEHTS LEASING 

JORDAN 1 NTERHATIONAL TRADING CEXfTCH 

MACEINART EQUIP. RENTING A MAINTENANCE 

UNITED M IDOLS EAST fi COMMODORE BUTELS 

ATTANQEEP CON S T- MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

THE JORDAN CEKLNZ FACTORIES 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE NINES 

JORDAN PETROLEUM RE71MARX 

JORDAN TANNING 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL £ AGRICULTURAL 
THE JORDAN WORSTED HILLS 
ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN DAIRY 

TVS JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN PAPER fc CARDBOARD FACTnoiRR 
TRE PUBLIC MINING 

ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES 
SPINNING A HEAVING 
MAFIA INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN CLASS INDUSTRIES 
DAR AL QAVA DEVODFK0T i INVESTMENT 
ARAB INVESTMENT fc XNERNA3TOKAL TRADE 
ARAB ALUMINIUM IIVDUSTUT 
- LIVESTOCK A POVLljlT . 

GENERAL INVESTKENT ■ -• 

ARAB PAPER CQSVERTlBG A TRADING 
JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 
NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 
NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE PETAO-CXEHICAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

ALADDIN INNSTV1E5 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES A HATCH/ J 1HCO 

JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 

JORDAN MOOD INDUSTRIES / JYTGO 

NATIONAL CABLE A WIRE MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN SULPUO-CNEHJCALS 

AMAB C EN TER PUR MUM. A CHEMICALS 

JORDAN KUWAIT CO. FOR ACRl. A FOOD PRO O. 

UNIVOtSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 


GRAND 


TOTAL 


704, *33 

131.500 

129-600 

132.750 

144,820 

5.000 

5.000 

5.030 , 

3.760 

26.000 

25.000 

25-000 

307,249 

22.050 

22.000 

33.000 

211.330 

4.010 

4.000 

3.920 

207,721 

3.90D 

3.900 

3.000 

2H,an4 

I-4XI 

1.4X» 

3.340 

19- 

5.43D 

5.350 

5.400 

290,927 

4.B4D 

4-800 

4.500 1 

59-270 

4.350 

4.350 

4.200 ( 

275,205 

3.230 

1.200 

3.260 

60,050 

6.200 

6.210 

4.4501 

171,339 

5.400 

5.370 

5.500 

I 76. JD 1 

1.720 

1.720 

1.690 

13, BSD 

J.410 

3.410 

3.420 

141,200 

3-500 

3.SQO 

3-450 

16,003 

2-750 

2.710 

2-750 

12,010 

3.B50 

4.000 

4.000 

001,000 

4.120 

4.JJ0 

4. 150 

3.970 

2-450 

2.570 

2.700 

7,810 

3.400 

3.320 

2.310 

74.666 

4.970 

5.720 

s.oto 

114,336 

3.120 

3.130 

3.140 

37.376 

3-300 

3.300 

3-300 

1.247,683 

2.230 

2.200 

2.250 

2.760 

5.770 

5.500 

5-500 

104,037 

1.360 

1.430 

1.490 

0.775 

5-9UO 

5.900 

4-000 

9,779 

6.700 

5.090 

5.650 

7,330 

2.500 

2.500 

2.300 

607 

0.730 

0.690 

0.600 

445.727 

4.540 

4.310 

4.070 

310,233 

1.6S0 

1.600 

1 .730 

121,162 

0-830 

0.830 

0.810 

20,310 

1.160 

1.140 

1.170 

2,290 

1.550 

1.500 

1.500 

119,190 

1.420 

1.460 

1.470 

215,769 

2.400 

2. 470 

2.350 

12, 160 

1.900 

2.010 

1.980 

072,452 

1.070 

1.470 

Z.B90 

902 

4.600 

4.450 

4.450 

609.384 

10.300 

10.500 

10.400 

693 

7.450 

7.500 

7.500 

666 

2-760 

2-700 

2.630 

279,050 

6.070 

6.070 

6.000 

131.025 

9.500 

9.500 

9-900 

132,630 

7.000 

6*950 

fe.000 

03,950 

6.050 

6.100 

6.200 

27,710 

2.560 

2.550 

2.350 

46,065 

2.790 

3. BOO 

3.700 

7,052 

4.700 

4.500 

4.500 

14.677 

3-310 

3-370 

3-450 

56,325 

23.100 

22.750 

22.550 

73,014 

3-270 

2-260 

3.260 

62,016 

3.700 

3.700 

3. 700 

34,775 

0.760 

0.750 

0.730 

626 -379 

12.100 

12.200 

12.900 

1,777,049 

3.490 

3-510 

3-330 

373,134 

14.050 

13.500 

13.020 

51,101 

0.940 

0.940 

0.930 

* 151,666-* 3.050 

3.000 

3* 150 

101.034 

1.810 

1.790 

1.060 

47.615 

0.600 

D.570 

0.550 

192,017 

6.070 

6.060 

6.030 

49,569 

0.950 

0.960 

0.950 

1»,0M 

4.220 

4.20Q 

4.290 

6,900 

5.330 

5.35Q 

5.500 

66,365 

2.750 

2.750 

2.700 

49D.176 

14.000 

14.200 

14.150 

2.351 

4.40Q 

4.400 

4.400 

50,093 

1.310 

1.340 

1-320 

346,100 

0.660 

0.660 

D.630 

2,560 

4.000 

3.900 

3.900 

531,918 

8.920 

0.900 

9.020 

126,921 

4.590 

4.S70 

4.590 

439-610 

4-400 

4.370 

4.340 

524, 186 

1,920 

1.950 

1.900 

1,050,692 

5.640 

5.650 

5.5B0 

16,159,619 
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COMPANY'S NAME 


TRADING 

VOLUME 

JD 


PRZV. OPEUlllG CLOSING 
CLOSING PRICE PRICE 
PRICE 


CENTRAL GENERAL TRADING A STORAGE 
ARAD INTER. FOR INVESTMENT A EDUCATION 
JORDANIAN EXPATRIATES INVESTMENT BOLDING 

kavther investment 
grand TOTAL 


3(l r 904 
AS, 084 
39.947 
4,814 

447,750 


0-790 

2-600 

1.740 

3.730 


0.760 

2.570 

1.710 

3.660 


0.010 

2.630 

1.600 

3.730 


\ 0* AK 


Cinema 




PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 634144 


Susan Sarandon 
& James Spader., in 


Shows: 1230. 3-JO. 6:15. &30. 10J0 


Tel.: 675571 

AK Mashini Theatre 


Presents as of March 17, 1993 
the political comedy play 

Definitely Democracy 
(Demokratiyya Wa Nuss) 
Zawwad Wild Awwad Party 


Japan's central bank intervened 
to slow the yen's appreciation 
against the dollar during Friday's 
trading, the dealer said. 

The Bank of Japan has stepped 
into the market on several occa- 
sions since last week in an 
attempt to stem the yen's rapid 
surge, but little effect was ex- 
pected unless the yen-selling was 
coordinated with the central 
banks of the United States and 
other wealthy nations. 

Japanese government officials 
have been expressing concern 
over the yen's continued appre- 
ciation against the dollar, saying 
it will hurt export-oriented manu- 
facturing companies by malting 
their exports more expensive 
abroad. 

Analysts said there is strong 
demand for the yen among fore- 
ign investors amid some signs of 
an economy recovery in Japan, 
including recent strong gains on 
the, Tokyo stock maritet. while 
some skepticism about the pace 
of U.S. economic recovery has 
recently loomed. 

The 225-issue Nikkei stock 
average fell 75.09 points, or 0.38 
per cent, closing the week at 


19,892.18. Thursday, the average 
rose 138.04 points, or 0.70 per 
cent. 

The Nikkei was moderately 
higher at the end of the morning 
session on a buying spree by 
government-directed public pen- 
sion funds, but headed lower in 
the afternoon on selling by invest- 
ment trust funds, dealers said. 

"The market just saved 
momentum today before heading 
higher next week.” said Maid 
Fukushima. an analyst with Nik- 
ko Securities. 

The Japanese government is to 
announce a major economy- 
bolstering package early next 
week. 

The Tokyo stock price index of 
all issues listed on the first sec- 
tion, which rose 9.48 points, or 
0.61 per cent, the day before, was 
down 5.42 points, or 0.34 per 
cent, to 1,563.28. 

An estimated at 750 million 
shares changed hands on the first 
section, up from Thursday's 664 
million shares. Despite declines 
in the major indexes, advancing 
issues outnumbered declines 568 
to 490, with 125 issues un- 
changed. 


French minister 
pledges lower interest 

rates, higher taxes 


PARIS (R) — Economy Minister 
Edmond Alphandery, fleshing 
out a keynote speech by France's 
new conservative prime minister, 
Friday promised lower interest 
rates to help pull the country out 
of recession. 

But he also admitted that high- 
er taxes would be needed to plug 
a yawning public deficit. 

Mr. Alphandery added detail 
to Prime Minister Edouard Baha- 
dur's 110-minute speech to parlia- 
ment Thursday, which was widely 
praised for its conciliatory tone 
but criticised for being unclear 
and long-winded. 

“The proposals are still vague 
and short of substance.” com- 
mented Jack Lang, deputy pre- 
mier in the Socialist government 
that was swept out of office last 
month. 

“A bit of a yawner,” said 
centrist deputy Yann Piat. 

Mr. Alphandery told Europe 1 
Radio that a measure authorising 
an ambitious privatisation prog- 
ramme would be presented to 
-parliament by-the'-tendJof-next 
week. 

But the sell-off of the -state's 
large stakes in industry and banks 
would not begin until mid-year. 

A bill making the Bank of 
France independent, a corner- 
stone in the government's 
strategy to prevent a renewed 
speculative run on the France, 
would be voted into law by the 
end of June. 

The prospect of the French 
central bank being granted the 
same autonomy as Germany's 
powerful Bundesbank has reas- 
sured financial markets that 
French inflation, already low, 
will be kept in check. That has 
bolstered the franc. 

Mr. Alphandery said the down- 
ward trend in interest rates would 
continue, helped by an indepen- 
dent Bank of France and market 
confidence that the new govern- 
ment would stimulate savings by 
keeping a lid on the budget de- 
ficit. 

Since the centre-right was 
swept to power in late March, the 


interest rate that banks pay on 
three- mQnth loans has fallen by 
1.5 percentage points to about 
nine per ceni. But that is still 
about 1.25 points above Ger- 
many's comparable rate. 

"I can assure you that they 
(interest rates) are going to fall 
several points (by the end of the 
year),” Mr. Alphandery said. 

But he added that France, 
which suffered a fall in industrial 
output in the last quarter of 1992, 
would not pul! out of recession 
before 1994. 

He prescribed higher taxes to 
trim a deficit in soda! security 
and retirement pension accounts, 
estimated to top 100 billion francs 
(S20 billion) this year, saying: “I 
would prefer that we raise the 
taxes on petrol, tobacco and 
maybe alcohol.” 

Mr. Balladur has impressed the 
press and commentators. “Exem- 
plary, truly exemplary," wrote 
left-wing daily Liberation. But 
trade unions and the left-wing 
opposition have. .been critical. 

“It was extremely timid,'* said 
foimg£ socialist prime minister 
Michjcf Rocard, claiming that Mr. 
Bahadur's strategy for combat- 
ting unemployment was shop- 
worn. 

Marc Blondel, head of the 
Force Ouvriere trade union, be- 
littled a plan to create jobs by 
trimming the cost to employers of 
hiring new workers. “Bosses 
employ because they need work- 
ers, not because it costs less,” he 
said. 

Mr. Rocard, who has taken 
over the leadership of the Social- 
ists, said Mr. Bahadur had stirred 
doubts about his commitment to 
European integration by failing 
to mention either the Maastricht 
treaty or a common European 
currency. 

But the leader of the extreme- 
right National Front, Jean-Marie 
le Pen, judged that Mr. Bahadur 
had given too strong an endorse- 
ment of Europe by calling for a 
strengthened European Monet- 
ary System and an EC-sponsored 
European peace conference. 


Cinema 


ICORD 


Tei.: 677420 


Macaulay Culkln 

HOME ALONE 2 

“LOST IN NEW YORK 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 1U.3U 
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Nabil & Hisham’s TeI 

AH LAN THEATRE 

presents 

Welcome Parliament and Budget 

On Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

at 9:00 p.m. 

Welcome New World Order 

On Thursday 
at 5 p m- and.9 p.m. 

& on Friday at 9:00 p.m. 

Please make advance reservation 


Tel.: 625155 


AMMAN (Petra) — Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Governor 
Mohammad Saeed A) Nabulsi 
said Thursday that Jordan has 
achieved monetary stability as the 
Kingdom succeeded in controll- 
ing inflation and guaranteeing the 
convertibility of the Jordanian 
dinar at a stable rate. 

fn a seminar organised by the 
Jordanian Banking Studies Insti- 
tute at the Plaza Hotel, Dr. 
Nabulsi said CBJ’s reserves of 
foreign currency has risen from 
JD 76 million in 1988 to JD 560 
million in November 1992. Also 

Jordan's foreign debts dropped 
from $8 billion in 1988 to S6.6 
billion in 1992, with basic changes 
in the structure of the debts in 
Jordan’s favour. 

Dr. Nabulsi reviewed the roots 
of the economic crisis witnessed 
in Jordan, the economic reform 
programme and the country's 
monetary policy. He specifically 
mentioned successes in contain- 
ing inflationary pressures, man- 
aging interest rates in a more 
flexible manner, stabilising the 
Jordanian dinar's exchange rate, 
building Jordan's reserves of 
foreign exchange and the foreign 
indebtedness problem. 

The CBJ governor outlined fu- 
ture monetary policy plans and 
spoke about the reform in bank- 
ing sector in Jordan. 

He said the Jordanian eco- 
nomy, characterised by its small 
size, lack of natural resources and 
its dependence on foreign econo- 
mies, particularly those of neigh- 
bouring Arab countries, was sig- 
nificantly affected by economic 
and political changes which swept 
the region. 

The Jordanian economy, he 
said, has managed in the period 
between 1972-82 to achieve high 
growth rates almost unpre- 
cedented in neighbouring coun- 
tries because of the suitable con- 
ditions witnessed in the Arab 
region as a result of the oil boom. 


By the beginning of the 1980$, 
the economic performance was 
clearly influenced by foreign de- 
velopments and the ensuring 
domestic economic pressures, 
which all led to enlarging the gap 
between the balances of local and 
foreign payments and thus re- 
sulted in a deficit in the general 
budget and the balance of pay- 
ments, he said. 

As a result, he added, the 
policy in Jordan was to reduce the 
gap through expanding domestic 
and foreign borrowing, until the 
deficit in the budget and the 
balance of payments reached a 
situation that could not be sus- 
tained noting that the Kingdom 
utilized all means to borrow from 
abroad while the reserves drop- 
ped to very low points. 

Dr. Nabulsi said in view of the 
continuation of the adverse con- 
ditions in the region and the 
insufficiency of reform efforts to 
confront them, economic press- 
ures surfaced at the end of 1988 
when the Jordanian dinar's ex- 
change rate faced an acute crisis 
and Jordan stopped paying its 
foreign debts. Consequently, Jor- 
dan adopted a national economic 
reform programme for the years 
1989-1993 with the objective of 
regaining the domestic and fore- 
ign monetary balance and addres- 
sing structural malfunctions 
which accummulated during the 
1980s, he pointed out. 

He said that Jordan managed 
from 19S9 tilt start of the Gulf 
crisis to regain stability and re- 
sume economic growth and 
achieve most of the goals of the 
economic reform programme. 

The stan of the Gulf crisis 
prevented the possibility of con- 
tinuing the economic reform 
programmes for the years 1989 
and 1993, he said, adding that 
Jordan then adopted a new 
national economic reform prog- 
ramme for the years 1992-1998. 


Malaysia expects 
annual exports to top 
$98b by year 2000 

KUAll^ LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) — Malaysia's annual expons are 
expected to reach 255 billion ringgit (S98 billion) by the year 2000, 
International Trade and Industry Minister Rafidah Aziz has said. 

By the year 2020, merchandise exports were projected to increase 
to 1.5 trillion ringgit (S576.9 billion) from last year's 103.5 billion 
ringgit (539.S billion), Mrs. Rafidah said at the opening of the annual 
Conference of Malaysian Government Trade Commissioners. 

Tbe government has set 2020 as the deadline for Malaysia to 
transform itself into a developed nation. 

The export sector, which contributed 70.5 per cent of gross 
domestic product last year, will continue to provide the impetus for 
national economic growth, she said. 

The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade report for 1992 said 
Malaysia was the world's 23rd largest exporter and 22nd largest 
importer, one step better than the previous year's standing in toth 
categories. 

Iran boosts income 
from tourism by 50% 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s revenue from the tourist industry rose by 50 
per cent to $150 million in the year ended March 20. Tehran radio 
said Friday. Half of the tourists visiting Iran came from Islamic 
countries, it said. Tehran says it wants to turn the tourist industry, hit 
hard by the 1979 Islamic revolution and the 19S0-SS war with Iraq, 
into a major hard currency earner again. But its efforts to attract 
Western visitors are hampered by a shortage of hotels and other 
facilities and Islamic laws such as a ban on alcoholic drinks and a 
stria dress code for women. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of two bedrooms, salon, dining, with central 
heating, in Um Uthina, telephone and garage, and 
garden. 

Please call tel. 813059, Amman. 


GAR FOR SALE 
Owner leaving the country 

To diplomatic missions and embassies, a Mercury Grand 
Marquis L.S. model 1992. mileage 28,000 kilometres, with 
Saudi number plates. 

Colour: white. With full options. 

For more Information please call tel. 649217 

DUTY UNPAID CAR 

FOR SALE 

Opel Calibra, 1991. 2 doors, red. AC, radio, stereo, 
aluminum wheels and sliding roof. 

Very low mileage, as new. 

Tel: 668408 

FOR RENT 

Deluxe Furnished Flat (1st floor) 

The flat consists of two bedrooms, two bathrooms, large 
kitchen, very spacious salon consisting of living, sitting 
and dining rooms and large veranda. 

The deluxe flat is equipped with modem kitchen equip- 
ment and colour TV. The flat is on the first floor, with 
separate entrance, all services available, independent 
telephone, water supply, electricity and central heating 
Location: in a very quiet area in Tla’a Al Ali, behind 
Jotlibee Restaurant and near Shoukeh Restaurant. 
(House No. 11) Rent yearly. 

For more information, call please Tel. 813027 
between (7-10) p.m, daily. 
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Refugees fight fiercely to board 


U.N. trucks in Srebrenica 


TUZLA, Bosnia-Herzegovina 
(AP) — The ones who arrived 
exhausted and hungry, who were 
stoned by Serbs daring a four- 
hour trip -r- they were lucky. 

The others didn't make it. 

Thousands of desperate Mus- 
lims stormed a U.N. relief convoy 
when it arrived in Srebrenica and 
fought fiercely for places on the 
. trucks that would take them out 


of the besieged Muslim enclave. 
About 2,000 reached the rela- 


tive safety of Tuzla but only after 
being stoned by Serbs as they 
passed through Zvomik in the 
open trucks. One woman was hit 
in the eye and several others in 
the head. 


“We all desperately want to go. 
It was very crowded" said Magula 
Vrajkovina, 55, who made it on 
one of the trucks leaving Srebre- 
nica in eastern Bosnia. “Every- 
one was beating each other." 

Mr. Vrajkovina said she saw a 
soldier throw one woman off a 
truck, killing her. She also said 
two babies suffocated, but offi- 
cials travelling with the convoy 
could not confirm any deaths. 
At least nine people died during 
evacuations last week. 

Gen. Philippe Morillon, the 
U.N. commander in Bosnia, was 
to return Friday to Sarajevo, 
U.N. officials said. 

Gen. Philippe Morillon, the 
U.N. commander in Bosnia, was 


to return Friday to Sarajevo. 

U.N. officials said. 

He was prevented Thursday 
from entering Srebrenica with ab- 
out 150 Canadian peacekeepers 
when about 300 Zvornik Serbs 
ringed his armoured car. He had 
hoped his presence in the town 
would keep Serbs from attacking 
Muslims there. He headed in- 
stead for Tuzla. 

Some of die bloodiest fighting 
in the year-old war over Bosnia's 
secession from Yugoslavia has 
centred.. on Srebrenica, where up 
to 60,000 stranded Muslim resi- 
dents and refugees face cold, 
hunger and Serb attacks. 

Pierre Ollier of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), who was travelling 
with the convoy, said people 
rushed to board the trucks before 
the food and medicine could even 
be folly unloaded. 

“We were unable to unload the 
last trucks, they just threw off the 
aid,” be said. “There was a huge 
panic. It was very violent.” 

He said local authorities tried 
to take some people off to make 
room for wounded and others 
who had been selected to leave, 
but that only made the situation 
worse. 

Officials in Srebrenica had 
blocked two evacuation attempts 
this week, saying they feared the 
operation could weaken the 


town's defence. he was aiming for adoption of the 

Serb leaders have been deman- resolution Monday. 


ding the evacuation of 18,000 
Serbs from Muslim-controlled 
Tuzla in exchange for coopera- 
tion over Srebrenica. They dahn 
thousands of Serbs are being 
forced to stay in Tuzla, although 
few seem to want to leave. 

Another U.N. relief convoy 
was delivering flour to a Muslim 


The Council hopes Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
and his government will pressure 
their Bosnian Serb allies to si gn 
an international peace accord. 
Serbia says it can influence Bos- 
nian Serbs but not compel them 
to accept any agreement. 

NATO said it would start en- 


suburb of Sarajevo Thursday forcing a no-fly zone over Bosnia 
when Serbs found 48 boxes of on Monday. The Security Council 
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ammunition wedged in the bed of 
die trucks. 

This was a serious embarrass- 
ment for U.N. officials, who have 
denied Serb claims that their aid 
convoys were used to smuggle 
arms and ammunition to the out- 
gunned Bosnian government, and 
have expressed outrage at meti- 
culous searches at Serb check- 
points. 

U.N. spokesman John McMil- 
lan said an investigation was 
underway. 

The U.N. Security Council, 
meanwhile, is trying to increase 
pressure on Bosnian Serbs to sign 
an international peace accord. 
Bosnian Muslims and Croats 
have already signed. 

In New York, the Council put 
the finishing touches on a resolu- 
tion to tighten trade restrictions 
on Yugoslavia by cracking down 
on smuggling and freezing Yugos- 
lav financial assets in other na- 
tions. The council's president said 


authorised the 16-nation alliance 
last week to shoot down violators 
if necessary. It is a largely symbo- 
lic gesture because Bosnian Serbs 
have not relied much on air pow- 
er. 

More than 134,000 people are 
dead or missing in the Bosnian 
fighting, and 2 million more are 
homeless. 

Russian special envoy Vitaly 
Churkin met in Belgrade with 
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic. Russia, a traditional 
Serb ally, has repeatedly delayed 
tougher U.N. sanctions against 
Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Churkin was believed to 
have made new proposals, to 
bring peace to Bosnia. He said 
the world cannot “waste time” 
waiting for Serbs to sign the plan 
devised by mediators Cyrus 
Vance and Lord Owen, which 
partition Bosnia into 10 semi- 
autonomous provinces along 
mainly ethnic grounds. 


Khasbulatov urges anti- Yeltsin vote I Japan may 


MOSCOW (R) — Ruslan Khas- 
bulatov, chairman in Russia's top 
legislature, called on people Fri- 
day to vote against President 
Boris Yeltsin's economic policies 
in a national referendum. 

Addressing a meeting of de- 
puties, Mr. Khasbulatov, refer- 
ring to radical market reformers 
in Mr. Yeltsin's team, said: “You 
and all people in this country 
should think over in whose hands 
they want power to be: Do they 
really want a collective Raspu- 
tin?" 

A right-wing deputy last month 
first used the phrase “a collective 
Rasputin" — an allusion to the 
debauched priest who held sway 


over the last Tsar and his fondly 
— to refer to market reformers in 
the Yeltsin leadership. 

The April 25 referendum, 
which Mr. Yeltsin hopes will de- 
cide his power struggle with the 
Congress of People's Deputies 
which Mr. Khasbulatov chairs, 
includes questions on confidence 
in Mr. Yeltsin and his economic 
reforms. 

Mr. Khasbulatov said the poli- 
tical confrontation was between 
people who wanted to push ahead 
with reform as fast as possible, 
even at the price of hnpniverishing 
people and those '‘who strive to 
balance this by creating a stable 
state. 


“It is dear that people are 
beginning to understand the ess- 
ence of the conflict and that is 
why committees to defend the 
constitution are being formed 
throughout the country," he sard. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev cut short a visit 
to Central Asia and returned to 
Moscow Friday at die behest of 
President Yeltsin, ITAR-TASS 
News Agency said. 

Mr. Kozyrev was in Tajikistan 
on his way borne from a visit to 
Pakistan. He had been due. to 
visit two other former Soviet re- 
publics, Uzbekistan and Turk- 
menistan. 


pull out 


troops from 
Cambodia 


Clintons back in Little Rock 
after Hugh Rodham’s death 


Yeltsin 


LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) — 
President Bill Clinton and first 
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
flew to Arkansas after the death 
of her father, who suffered a 
stroke nearly three weeks ago. 

Hugh Rodham, S2, died 
Wednesday night 

A memorial service was sche- 
duled for Friday afternoon at first 
United Methodist Church in Lit- 
tle Rock. The funeral was tenta- 
tively scheduled for Saturday 
afternoon at Court Street United 
Methodist Church in Scranton, 
Pa., Mr. Rodham's hometown, 
with burial to follow at the family 
plot at Washburn Street Cemet- 
ery. 

Mr. Rodham suffered the 
stroke on March 19, and Mrs. 
Clinton had spent the first 16 days 


of his hospitalisation in Little 
Rock, returning to Washington 
Sunday. She missed several meet- 
ings of her health care task force 
to be with ber father, and the 
White House said earlier this 
month . the task force's report 
would be delayed beyond its May 
3 deadline. 


offers to e 


mediate in 


Karabakh 


dispute 


The president made two short 
trips, here to be with his family. 

The Clintons brought their 
daughter, Chelsea, with them 
Thursday, as 'well as Deputy 
White House Counsel Vince Fos- 
ter and White House Personnel 
Director Bruce Lindsey. Both are 
Clinton family friends. 


Mrs. Clinton, 45, is the eldest 
of three children of Mr. Rodham 
and his wife, Dorothy. 


Islam neither popular nor 

well-known in U.S. — poll 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Islam 
is not well known and not popular 
with Americans, according to an 
opinion poll by the American 
Muslim Cbuncil. 

Irt ranked as the least popular 
of eight religious faiths listed in 
the survey but 41 per cent of 
those questioned said their atti- 
tude toward Muslims was unde- 
cided. 

This means that Islam is among 
the least known foiths in America 
and that U.S. Muslims still have 
an opportunity to gain a favour- 
able image of it. said council 
Executive Director Abdul Rah- 
man Alamoudi. The council com- 
missioned the Nationwide Tele- 
phone Survey last month by the 
New Hartford, N.Y. consulting 
firm of John Zogby Group Inter- 
national. 

“The silver lining," among 
otherwise sobering findings in the 
survey, Mr. Alamoudi told a 
news conference, is that nearly 
half of all Americans have not 
formed an opinion about Islam or 
Muslims, and “the more they 
know us the more they like us." 

This was borne out by more 
than twice as many college gradu- 
ates — 37 per cent — reporting 
favourable impressions of Mus- 
lims as those with high school 
education or less, he said. Over- 
all, 23.4 per cent of the 905 
people questioned at random said 
they haa a favourable impression 
of Muslims and 35.8 per cent 
unfavourable. The margin for 
error was plus or minus three per 


other religious groups: 
Presbyterian 6$, 12 , 23. 
Lutheran 60, 10, 30. 

Jewish 52, 20. 28. 
Fundamentalist Christian 39, 
24, 37. 

Mormon 35, 33, 32. 

Hindu 23. 31. 45. 

The poll had been planned 
prior to the Feb. 26 New York 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin has offered to 
mediate in the Nagorno- 
Karabakh conflict between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan, his 
spokesman said Friday. 

In a message to Armenian 
President Levon Ter- Petrosyan 
and his Azeri counterpart Abul- 
faz EkJiibey, Mr. Yeltsin called 
for an immediate ceasefire fol- 
lowed by serious peace talks. 

The Russian leader called for 
“all internal and external fron- 
tiers" to be respected and ruled 
out any attempt to set pre- 
conditions for negotiations, the 
spokesman said in a statement. 

Russian Defence Minister 
Pavel Grachev brokered peace 
talks between Armenian and 
Azeri delegations in Russia 
Thursday and announced after- 
wards that the two sides had 
agreed to a ceasefire from noon 
(0800 GMT) Friday. 

But Armenia's Foreign Minis- 
ter Vahan Paptazyan told the Rus- 
sian Interfax News Agency in 
Yerevan that Thursday's discus- 
sion resulted only in a verbal 


World Trade Centre bombing but . accord for a meeting between the 
conducted on Mar. 16-23 Armenian and Azeri prime minis- 


Milt. , « - 

Roman Catholics drew a 66.7 


ner cent favourable response. 
16.9 unfavourable and 16 per cent 
unsure or undecided^^ 

The percentage responses to 


with additional questions promp- 
ted by the Muslim connections of 
the suspects arrested. 

Because of the bombing, “I 
expected Muslims to be blown 
away in the poll — to use a New 
York expression — and was quite 
surprised they were not,” said the 
polling firm president, John Zog- 
by, a New Yorker of Lebanese 
Christian ancestry. “Most strik- 
ing was the number of respon- 
dents who had no opinion." ab- 
out Muslims. 

“We were very scared.” that 
the New York bombing would be 
blamed on the Muslim commun- 
ity as a whole, Mr. Alamoudi said 
in objecting to media identifica- 
tion of the suspects mainly by 
religious faith. 

“Americans are told about 
Muslims only when a Muslim 
does something wrong. This 
negative stereotype ought to be 
corrected,” he said, noting that. 
Muslims make up one-fifth of the 
world population and number 5-7 
million in the United States. 

Asked if the United States 
should be more sympathetic to 
Israel, to the Palestinians or to 
neither, an overwhelming 70 per 
cent of respondents favoured 
neither or were unsure. Israel was 
favoured by 20.5 per cent and the 
Palestinians by 8.4 per cent. 


ters. “Nobody signed any agree- 
ment." he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin's spokesman said 
Friday that Russia was ready to 
provide humanitarian help and 
increase its efforts for a political 
solution. 

“He offered his services as 
mediator if that met the under- 
standing and support of those 
taking part in the conflict.'* 

TASS quoted an Armenian 
spokesman as saying Armenia 
welcomed Mr. Yeltsin's initia- 
tive. 

- Armenia says the fighting in 
and around Karabakh is between 
local Armenians and the Azeris- 
and it is not involved itself. 
Robert Kocharyan, head of the , 
Armenian Defence Committee in 
the enclave, tokl TASS earlier by 
telephone the committee had not 
been informed about any cease- 
fire. 

There was no immediate in-, 
formation on whether the cease- 
fire was being observed on the 
ground. Azeri reaction was not 
immecfiately available. 

Meanwhile Turkey is keeping a 
wary eye on the conflict between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan, saying 
the stability of the Caucasus and 
Ankara's regional interests are 
threatened by what it calls 
“Armenian expansionism." 


TOKYO (R) — Japan may pull 
its troops out of Cambodia if the 
Khmer Rouge escalates attacks 
on U.N. personnel to disrupt next 
month's elections. Defence 
Minister Toshio Nakayama said 
Friday. 

“If it becomes dear that a 
widespread armed disruption of 
the election is in force, we must 
of course think of an emergency 
evacuation or a halt in opera- 
tions," Mr. Nakayama told a 
news conference. 

Mr. Nakayama’s remarks came 
a day after gunmen in Cambodia 
killed an unarmed Japanese U.N. 
volunteer. -U.N. offidals said 
they suspected Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas were responsible. 

Mr. Nakayama's statement 
went beyond his government’s 
first reaction Thursday that the 
killing would not alter plans to 
help U.N. activities m Cambodia. 

“In order to help achieve peace 
in Cambodia, there will be no 
changes in our plans regarding 
our peacekeeping operations," 
cabinet spokesman Yohei Kono 
said Thursday. 

Atsuhito Nakata, 25, from the 
Geneva-based U.N. Volunteer, 
was the first Japanese to be killed 
in Cambodia. Mr. Nakata was 
helping set up the May 23 elec- 
tions in the country. 

About 200 other Japanese civi- 
lians are helping with reconstruc- 
tion and development projects in 
Cambodia. 

Japan has also sent a 600- 
strong army engineering unit to 
Cambodia, its first deployment of 
troops overseas since World War 
II. The troops have been building 
roads and bridges. 

They are scheduled to be re- 
lieved by a fresh formation of 
military engineers. Some 250 of 
the new troops left Japan Friday 1 
for Bangkok to link up with an 
advance party of 350 of their 
colleagues. 

Meanwhile, Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas have vowed to block 
U.N. -organised elections in Cam- 
bodia scheduled for next month 
and said violence would worsen 
in coming weeks. ■ 
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Mnsfira refugees from besieged eastern town of Srebrenica are crammed onto a U.N. truck (AFP 
photo) 


Balladur confirms he will meet Le Pen 


PARIS (R) — New conservative 
French Prune Minister Edouard 
Balladur confirmed Friday he 
planned to meet extreme-right 
National Front (FN) leader Jean- 
Marie Le Pen and defended the 
move in the name of tolerance. 

France’s mainstream political 
parties have long boycotted the 
anti-immigrant front, branded ra- 
cist and undemocratic by critics. 

The FN won 12.5 per cent of 
the vote in last mon til's general 
elections but no seats because of 
the two-round constituency vot- 
ing system. 

Mr. Balladur told Reuters he 
would receive leaders of both the 
National Front and the Ecologist 
movement, which also failed to 
gain representation in the Nation- 
al Assembly despite winning 7.6 
per cent of the vote. 

“Both represent part of public 
opinion. I cannot preach toler- 


ance and at the same time ex- 
dude anybody,” he said. 

Mr. Balladur said former Gaul- 


Kst Prime Minister Jacques Chir- 
ac had received Mr. Le Pen in 


1988 as part of a round of con- 
sultations on a new law on politic- 
al party funding. 

“I will do as much,” the pre- 
mier said. 


Mr. Balladur, having sought 
consensus, won a cautious wel- 
come from nearly all sides for a 
policy speech to parliament that 
vowed to tackle unemployment 
and revive a sluggish economy. 


Fellow conservatives, opposi- 
tion leaders and union officials 
found little on which to fault the 
Ganllist premier after Thursday's 
llO-minute address that touched 
all aspects of policy without giv- 
ing much away about immediate 
plans. 


“It’s a step in the right direc- 
tion." was die somewhat uneffri- 
sjve reaction of several seniOT 
members of Mr. Balladur's Rally 
For the Republic (RPR) party 
including former Public Security 
Minister Robert Pandraud late 
Thursday. 

Jack Lang, deputy premier in 
the Socialist government that was 
catapulted out of office last 
month, said Mr. Balladur had 
made a good speech, but added: 
“The proposals are still vague 
and short of substance, we'll have _ 
to see." 

Keeping his distance from the 
tough line taken by the last con- 
servative government in 1986-88, 
Mr. Balladur promised not to 
seek conflict with Socialist Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand and 
□rged respect for the law in a 
promised crackdown on crime 
and illegal immigration. 


Polish agents foil plot to kill Walesa 


WARSAW (R) — Poland’s sec- 
ret service foiled a plot to kill 
President Lech Walesa, a spokes- 
woman for the service said Fri- 
day. 

Irena Popoff confirmed a War- 
saw newspaper report that agents 
Thursday “neutralised” prepara- 
tions for an assassination. 

“I can confirm what the news- 
paper said but I am not at liberty 
to divulge any details whatsoev- 


er,” she told Reuters by tele- 
phone. 

“Preparations for an assault on 
the life of President Walesa were 
neutralised by agents of the State 
Protection Office (UOP) early 
Thursday morning,” Zyde Wars- 
zawy newspaper quoted UOP 
chief Jerzy Konieczny as saying. 

President Walesa's- spokesman 
Andrezej DnydmsJti was off on 
his Easteg break and was not 


available for comment. 

His office would only say that 
Mr. Walesa was already in his 
home town of Gdansk where he 
planned to spend the Easter holi- 
day with his family. 

Mr. Walesa has been Poland’s 
dominant politician for more than 
a decade, emerging as a leader in 
the strikes of 1980 that gave rise 
to the Communist World's first 
independent trade union. 


U.S. policemen branded brutes 


who inflicted street justice on King 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — A pro- 
secutor portrayed four white 
policemen as pitiless brutes who 
inflicted street justice on black 
motorist Rodney King. But a 
defence lawyer railed them “sac- 
rificial lambs" and suggested Mr. 
King was to blame for last year’s 
riots. 

During closing arguments in 
the officers' federal trial, assistant 
U.S. Attorney Steven Clymer 
said the four went “far beyond” 
the force necessary to arrest 
King. “These defendants taught 
Rodney King a lesson,” Mr. 
Clymer said. He added that they 
concocted elaborate lies to cover 
up their misdees. 

Mr. King was clubbed, kicked 
and shocked with an electric stun 
gun after police chased and stop- 
ped his speeding car on March 3, 
1991. A neighbour’s videotape of 
the beating was broadcast worl- 
dwide. When the officers were 
acquitted of most charges in a 
state trial last year, three days of 
deadly rioting ensued in which 
more than 50 people died and 
thousands of businesses were des- 
troyed. 

Police have ordered extraor- 
dinary security measures to begin 


when the jury starts delibera- 
tions. 

Mr. Clymer replayed the 
videotape, urging jurors to watch 
it repeatedly during their 'deli- 
berations and to convict all four 
officers of violating King's civil 
rights. 

Defence lawyer Ira Salzman 
told jurors that the officers were 
denied a tool to subdue suspects 
when the police department res- 
tricted use of the controversial 
choke hold but never replaced it 
with another technique. . — 

“These sacrificial lambs are 


Mr. King testified during the 
federal trial that the officers 
uttered racial slurs when they 
beat him. But under cross- 
examination, Mr. King said he 
wasn't sure they used racial 
epithets. 

Mr. Clymer's and Mr. Salz- 
man's summations lasted about 
three hours each, pushing back 
the other three defence lawyers’ 
closing arguments and govern- 
ment rebuttal to Friday and poss- 
ibly delaying the judge's instruc- 
tions to the jury until Saturday. 

U.S. District Judge John G. 
« ■ ■ 


foisted on the public altar of Davies has said he and the jury 
justice to pay for negligence” by would work through the weekend 
police management, Mr. Salzman if necessary. 

said. During his summation, Mr. 

Mr. Salzman said Mr. King was Clymer called officer Theodore 
beaded for Hansen Dam. a place Brisend a coward who stomped 
he had visited in childhood, when Mr. King “to become one of toe 
he was stopped for speeding, boys.” 

“Because of that, people died. He accused officer Laurence 
People lost their homes Powell of pummeUng Mr. Kina 
because someone wanted to go to excessively bashing in his face 
Hansen Dam without interrup- then filing a false report. He 

non,” Mr. Salzman said. denounced officer Timothy Wind 

He said Mr. King accused toe for kicking the helpless Mr King 
officers of racial epithets to in- as he lay beaten on the ground 
flame jurors. “This case has nev- then lying about it. He depicted 
er been about race," Mr. Salz- Sgt- Stacey Koon as abandoning 
man insisted. bis duty to stop the beating. 


Kim junior takes top military post in N. Korea 


SEOUL (R) — Kim Jong-B, son' 
and heir-apparent of North 


gyang from Kim Il-Sung to Ins one North Korean defector told a 
51-year-old son, who has re- Western journalist recently, 
portedly been behind North “But Kim junior’s recent post- 
Korea’s recent brinkmanship uring over the nuclear issue and 
over its nuclear weapons prog- Team Spirit would indicate be bas 
ram pn - gained popularity in toe armed 


Korea's Stalinist leader Kim Il- 
Sung, was elected to the reclusive 
nation's top military post Friday. 

The state Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA), monitored in 
Tokyo, reported that the younger 
Kim had taken over from his 
father as chairman of the Nation- 
al Defence Commission, a move 
which consolidates his position as 
the head of toe military. 

“Comrade Kim Jong-H, sup- 
reme commander of the Korean 
People’s Army, was elected 
chairman of the National De- 
fence Commission... at the fifth 
session of 'the ninth Supreme 
People's Assembly (of North 
Korea) today,” the dispatch said. 

It gave no further details of the 
rubber-stamp parliament’s deci- 
sion. 

Mr. Kim Il-Sung remains State 
President and general secretary 
of toe Korean Workers’ Party, 
the other two major pillars of 
North Korean society. 

Analysts in Seoul said it was 
another stage in the dynastic 
transfer of leadership in Py on- 


ram me. 

“ThiS means Kim junior has 
complete power over the milit- 
ary. The army is his, and as far as 
we know, that's bad news,” a 
senior Western diplomat said. 

They said some elements of the 
military were opposed to Kim 
Jong-H as he lacked toe military 


forces just now,” a Seoul-based 
academic said. 


U.S. instigation. 

The International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA), which 
polices the NTP, this week refer- 
red North Korea's refusal to 
allow inspection of two plants to 
the U.N. Security Council. 


background of his father, who is 
hailed in North Korea as a lead- 


ing anti-Japanese guerrilla during 
Tokyo's 191045 occupation of 
the Korean peninsula. 


Little is known about Kim than opening two suspected nuc- 
junior, apart from his preference . ^ to international in- 

fer elevator soles, a specially section, 
designed Mao suit and a bouffant . 


Mr. Kim Jong-B is reported by 
Korea-watchers to be behind 
Pyongyang's declaration of 
“semi-war" against South Korea 
last month during Team Spirit 
South Konean-U.S. military exer- 
cises south of the tense Korean 
border. 

He is also thought to have 
masterminded North Korea’s 
withdrawal from toe nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty (NPT) rather 


.The Council could impose 
punitive economic sanctions but 
there is no immediate sign it was 
contemplating such action. 

The Security Council Thursday 
issued a low-keyed statement ex- 
pressing concern over North 
Korea’s refusal to open its facili- 
ties to nudear inspectors and. 
asking for further negotiations. 


hair style. But his degree of sup- 
port in the army is seen as the key 
element in the eventual transfer 
of power from Il-Sung to Jong-B . 

“If the military does not turn 
against Kim Jong-B after his 
father’s death. North Korea 
could keep its system for ever.” 


specoon. 

The move heightened suspi- 
cions in Seoul that North Korea 
had either succeeded in building a 
nudear weapon or was on the 


verge of doing so. 

North Korea bas denied this 
and accused the IAEA of wanting 


But the 15-member body took 
no action on toe insistence of 
China, which does not want 
Council involvement and is 
attempting to resolve the situa- 
tion torough private talks with 
North Korea, diplomats said. 

Asked why the statement was 
so mild. Council President Jam- 
sheed Marker, Pakistan’s ambas- 
sador, said, “the main reason is a 
desire that we should continue to 


to spy on military facilities under , persuade North Korea.” 



U.S. government 
seeks more LUST 


money 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Waste, 
fraud and abuse is one thing. Bat 
what’s this S75.4 million appro*, 
nation for LUST in president Bill 
Clinton's 1994 budget? There his 
on page 55 of the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) sum- 
mary of its budget: “The Leaking 
Underground Storage Tank from 




underground storage tanks..*" 
Ob. LUST is up this year. La» 


year’s federal budget provided 
$75 million for it. 


Filming of final 
scene of Cheers 
ends in tears 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Faming 
of the final scene of Cheers ended 
in tears as Ted Danson, Kirstic 
Alley and other cast members 
bade farewel to the 11 -year -oW 
situation comedy. Most of the 


90-minute episode, featuring the 
return of Shelley Long as the 
intellectual barmaid Diane 
Chambers, was shot last week 
because of the actress’ time con- 
straints. But the final scene for 
the May 20 finale was shot 
Wednesday following filming of 
the second-to-last episode. For- 
mer Paramount Studios chief 
Brandon Tartikoff and Doones- 
bury cartoonist Garry Trudeau 
were among the extras seated at 
the bar for that episode. Woody 
Harrelson, who plays Woody. tht |= 
bartender, said just reading 
through the final script was 
“heavy." “Boy, did I cry just 
bawled my eyes out,” he said. 
Harrelson, said he will miss his 
fellow cast members terribly, but 
he’s not entirely sorry the na- 
tion’s most popular TV bar will 
be closing down after 271 epi- 
sodes on NBC. In the past few 
years, toe work bas been “just 
totally uncfaallenging,” he said. 


New cream takes 
‘ouch 1 out of needles 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Doc- 
tors now can give children some- 
thing more than lollipops or bal- 
loons to shoothe toe sting of 
needles: A pain-killing cream 
that stops toe “ouch”. The Swed- 
ish anesthetic, which is rubbed on 
the skin (o deaden it before a 
needle prick, is newly available to 
U.S. doctors and pharmacists, 
the manufacturer' announced 
Thursday. The drug costs $1 to $3 
per application and requires £ 
prescription. “It is a magic 
cream,” said Dr. Linda Jo Rice, 
director of Pain Management at 
toe non-profit Children's Nation- 
al Medical Centre. “Now you can 
take your kid to the doctor and it 
won't hurt, and that puts an end 
to the dread and the screaming.” 
The cream called EMLA, short 
for eutectic mixture of local anes- 
thetics; is applied to a patch of 
skin and covered with a bandage. 
Within an hour, it deadens the 
skin. Feeling returns within aboiit 
two hours. EMLA was approved 
by the Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration (FDA) last Dec. 30, said 
FDA spokeswoman Monica Re- 
velle. Children’s National Medic- 
al Centre is leading additional 
studies on children in more than 
160 hospitals to determine the 
best uses for the pain killer. 
Preliminary results show the chil- 
dren consistently report dimi-. 
nished pain from needles, Df. 
Rice said. EMLA already is used 
in 22 other countries, in eluding 
Canada, said Dr. Gillian L; 
Black-Nolier, associate director 
of clinical research for Astra 
USA. The drug is made by Astra. 
USA, a subsidiary of AB Astra of 
Sweden based in Westborougb,- 
Md. 


Scientists find 
bubble boy gene 


BOSTON (AP) — Genetic mate 
rial from a boy who died aftc 
spending his entire life in a pro 
tective bubble has helped scien 
tists find the gene that caused hi 
rare disease, which robs the bod; 
of all defences. Researchers esti 
mate that this gene accounts fo 
about half of all cases of sever 
combined immune deficiency dis 
case, or SCID, which occurs ii 
about one in every 100,000 births 
The discovery is the latest in 
rapid series of breakthroughs inn 
genetic underpinnings 0 
illnesses. Scientists in recen 
weeks have reported pinpointin; 
the genes that cause such divers 
fctiments as Huntington’s diseas 
attention deficit disorder 
Experts believe many comma 
disorders, such as heart diseas 


®nd cancer, result from a comp 

interplay between several inher- 
>ted genes and outside influences.' 
such as diet and other exposures. 
However, other, usually much 
rarer, disorders- apparently stem 
from a single miscue in just one 
gene. This was the case in X- 
SCID, a form of the an- 
mune deficiency that is passed 
mothers to sons. 




